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The months of November/December start our very own version of the holiday
season here at the Ag Commissioner’s office but just a little less gifts, garlands, and holly
to some staff’s dismay. Throughout all four of our department’s divisions, my staff is
busy working within various programs and projects that affect Tulare County in many
ways.
Our Pesticide Use Enforcement Division completed a joint county Recycling Event back
in September 2021 that was able to benefit over 100 growers with recycling triple-rinses
empty pesticide containers. Our PUE staff is also finishing up administering C. E.
(Continuing Education) classes for those that need hours for their licenses and ramping up
for Permit Issuing season that will start November 15, 2021, for the following Permit
Year. This is no small feat as this year’s Permit that are up for renewal are last names
ranging from A-H which is around 1,880 permits. We encourage all permit holders to
come in and renew as early as possible on the 15th or after so that they are ready and set for
the beginning of the new year.

The Pest Detection, Eradication, & Crop Statistic Division worked hard through the year to gather and put together the
2021 Crop & Livestock Report which was released in October and can be found at our website
https://agcomm.co.tulare.ca.us/ag/. This does not mean they are done for the year; staff is finishing up with Alligator Weed
Eradication projects in the South/West portion of the county and completing survey work for Glassy-winged Sharpshooter
(GWSS) in preparation for spring treatments. Lastly, a good portion of our Exotic Fruit Fly traps and other Pest traps have
been removed for the winter months, however detection traps for Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) and Glassy-winged
Sharpshooter (GWSS) will remain out on available hosts and staff will continue to monitor and service when applicable.
Our Pest Exclusion & Standardization Division stays busy all year long these days as growing seasons have extended,
early/late varieties are more prevalent, and the Export Market continues to grow and have more market access across the
world. With the beginning of Citrus Season, this initiates my staff to start testing Navel Oranges and Mandarins to ensure
compliance with the California Citrus Standards set forth by regulation. This is usually an 8-week program but can change
from Citrus Maturity monitoring to Citrus Freeze Monitoring if by chance some low temperatures come through the
valley. Another program our staff continues to enforce is the safeguarding requirements to prevent the spread of Asian
Citrus Psyllid (ACP) from entering in Tulare County from Bulk Citrus loads.
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Finally, our Weights & Measures Division continues to work hard to ensure equity is upheld within the marketplace in
Tulare County. Currently, our staff is testing Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) devices across the county as well as Retail
Motor Fuel (RMF) devices at your local service stations. In addition to this, staff is investigating product verification
compliance and performing quality control or also known as QC work at various retail establishments. One program that
many may not know is under our Weights & Measures Division is Industrial Hemp. Staff have been in contact with various
growers throughout the county and have performed sampling of the commodity to ensure compliance and verification that
it meets the requirements of Industrial Hemp.
All in all, the Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner, Sealer of Weights & Measures Department is out and about
enforcing the laws and regulations set forth but also promoting Tulare County’s strong Agricultural industry and we are
here to assist when able to.
We wish everyone a Happy & Healthy holiday season.

Christopher P. Greer
Assistant Agricultural Commissioner
Sealer of Weights & Measures

Pest Detection, Pest Management, & Crop Statistics Division
R. Dennis Haines, Agricultural Pest Management Specialist: I graduated from Cal
State University, Fresno in 1975 with a bachelor’s degree in environmental biology.
I have worked for the Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer’s Office
since 1978. My duties with the department include the identification of insect and
weed pests for both the public and the agricultural industry, oversee the Pest
Detection and Nursery Programs, and to aid in the production of the Annual Crop
and Livestock Report.

Every year the Pest Detection Program places traps in a wide variety of hosts both urban and agricultural to try
and detect new and unwanted invasive insect pests. These traps are serviced and maintained by a crew of 16 extra-help
trappers most of whom are retired and want to help contribute to the local agricultural industry. The program has been in
place since 1981 when Mediterranean Fruit Fly made its way into the Bay Area and the western San Joaquin Valley. Since
then, we have been constantly looking to improve the trapping program and add new pests to the list of species of concern.
This year we saw the addition of a new pest of forest and fruit trees, Invasive Shot Hole Borer.
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Invasive Shot Hole Borer, a new invasive pest in California.
In 2012 damaged and dying trees were first noticed in the Los Angeles Basin of southern California. It was determined
that the cause was a new species of Shot Hole Borer first found in the area in 2003. The beetle was identified as Polyphagus
Shot Hole Borer (Euwallacea fornicates) (PSHB). The problem was determined to be not so much that the beetle caused
damage to the trees but that it spread a fungal pathogen (Fusarium Dieback) to the trees wherever it went. Early surveys
indicated that the beetle had a broad host range that included many urban forest trees and at least one crop, Avocado.
Eventually it was noticed that the beetle-fungus was also infesting native trees and becoming widespread. With a host range of
over 65 tree species (including 20 California natives), streamside, oak woodland, and mixed evergreen forest communities are
highly susceptible to invasion and death by this invasive duo. There are many more tree species that are damaged by the pests
but do not support reproduction in the beetle. PSHB has since been found throughout most of southern California.

Invasive Shot Hole Borer (ISHB)
Source: Gevorik Arakelian, L.A. County
Department of Agriculture

In 2014 another species of closely related beetle was discovered in San Diego County
that was also spreading Fusarium Dieback. This one was identified as Kuroshio Shot
Hole Borer (Euwallacea kuroshio) (KSHB). It has since spread along the coastal counties
north to San Luis Obispo County and has the same basic host range and affects.
Together the two species are referred to as Invasive Shot Hole Borer (ISHB). Unlike
most bark and ambrosia beetles ISHB prefers healthy, well-watered trees. Symptoms of
attack can include staining, gumming, sugary exudates, and/or frass outside of bored
holes. But these symptoms can be evidence of other issues and pests. Of course, the
ultimate symptom would be unexpected dieback or tree death associated with the above
symptoms caused by the fungus.

To get a better idea of the overall impacts to California, both the California Department of Food and Agriculture and
the University of California Agricultural and Natural Resource are supporting the County Agricultural Commissioner
Offices in conducting a statewide survey to determine the present distribution of ISHB. This pest/disease complex is of
particular concern to the state. Not only does it pose threats to urban trees, but it also may affect native trees that act as
nesting sites and general habitat for wildlife. There are also risks of increased fire hazard due to the dead trees.
24 traps were placed in Tulare County near host trees associated with nurseries, wood lots, campgrounds, riparian areas,
and tree pruning companies. These were sites that should have a higher opportunity to become infested or be impacted
by an infestation. Fortunately, no ISHB were trapped, which should be an indication that it has not made its way to
Tulare County yet.
New pests are always making their way to California and being in the heart of the
agricultural production region of the state means that we must stay ever vigilant and keep
these unwanted invasive species at bay. The next big insect species of concern is going to
be Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) that is presently spreading in the eastern United States. It
has the potential to be a serious pest for by urban and agricultural hosts, especially
grapes.
Adult Spotted Lantern Fly (SLF)
Credit: Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
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Weights and Measures Division
Hello, Tulare County! My name is Daniel Rios. I am the Supervising Agricultural and
Standards Inspector IV for the Weights and Measures Division of the Tulare County
Agricultural Commissioner/ Sealers of weights and Measure’s office. I was born in Visalia
but lived the first eight years of my life in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. Upon return, my
family integrated into the proliferous farming community of Tulare County. Both my father
and mother worked as agricultural workers picking and packing of various commodities
throughout Tulare County. Until my parents started their small business selling goods at
swap meets in Kern County, Tulare County, Fresno County and beyond. I have worked for
Tulare County, since September of 2015 and spent about four years enforcing pesticide use
laws and regulations. In November of 2019 I became a supervising inspector and since then,
I have enjoyed providing services to Tulare County residents and property owners from our
direct marketing, organic, industrial hemp, and weights & measures programs.

In the Weights and Measures Division we test all types of devices from grocery store scales to
vehicle scales, from liquified petroleum gas meters to retail motor fuel devices (gas pumps)
from livestock scales to vehicle scales.
These devices are tested annually. We use standards to test these devices. Our standards range from 1/16 ounce up to 1,000
lb. The smaller standards test the smaller capacity scales such as grocery store scales and other more portable computing
scales you may find at your local certified farmer’s market. Our 50 pound and larger standards are used to test dormant
scales, livestock scales and vehicle scales.
We also have volumetric standards to test other devices. We use 5-gallon provers to test
our retail motor fuel devices (gas pumps), the 21.5-gallon and 75-gallon provers to test
liquified petroleum gas pumps (propane), and we have a 100-gallon prover to test the highvolume retail motor fuel devices that are diesel pumps at the truck stops.
Business and Professions Code Section 12240 allows the Tulare
County Board of Supervisors, by ordinance, to charge an annual
registration fee to recover the cost of inspecting or testing devices.
Tulare County Code, Part VI, Chapter 5, Article 9 “Weighing and
Measuring Instrument”, requires all commercial devices operating in
Tulare County to register and pay a registration fee when operating
these devices in Tulare County. Example of Device Registration
pictured left.
Business and Professions Code Section 12240 (a):
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the county
board of supervisors, by ordinance, may charge an annual
registration fee, not to exceed the county’s total cost of
inspecting or testing the devices as required by law, to
recover the costs of inspecting or testing weighing and
measuring devices required of the county sealer pursuant
to Section 12210, and to recover the cost of carrying out
Section 12211.
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Tulare County Code, Part VI, Chapter 5, Article 9:
6-05-9020 Registration of Devices
All weighing and measuring devices used for commercial purposes within the County shall be registered with the
Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer.
6-05-9080 Registration Fees
An annual registration fee must be paid by the owner or user before a registration certificate may be
issued or renewed for the measuring and weighing devices required to be registered pursuant to section 6-059020. The annual fees required for registration shall be as established from time to time by resolution of the Board
of Supervisors.
6-05-9050 Unregistered Devices Unlawful
No person shall use, operate, or own any weighing or measuring device required to be registered pursuant
to section 6-05-9020 within the County of Tulare for commercial purposes without having a current, valid
registration certificate and inspection seal issued by a licensed county sealer for such device. The certificate and
inspection seal shall be in addition to any other certificate, license or permit which may be required by the County
or any other public entity.
Every December, the Division of Weights and Measures prints, duplicates
and mails out (and yes, some are emailed) over 1,000 invoices for device
registrations each year covering close to 14,000 of these commercial
devices. Registrants of commercial devices that will continue operating in
January shall pay the invoice within 30 days of receiving the invoice. No
invoice sent in December should be paid later than January 31st of the
following year. If a device is no longer in operation, the registrant of the
device should contact the Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner/ Sealer
of Weights and Measure office. Once paid a commercial device registration
certificate (pictured to the right) will be sent to each registrant confirming
each device registered in Tulare County.
Invoices that are not paid by January 31st will be sent a second invoice. Accounts with invoices not paid within 30 days of
the second notice’s billing date will be sent a third notice. Accounts not paid within 30 days of the third notice’s billing date
will be mailed a warning letter prior to be turning over to Tulare County Counsel’s Office for collection. Registrants should
confirm their billing addresses and device locations to ensure invoice notices are not missed and devices are registered at the
correct location. Providing an email address on the return slip of the invoice or ensuring the current email address is up to
date could prevent problems as well.
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Pest Exclusion & Standardization Division
Hello, my name is Tesfaye Jimma. Born and raised in Ethiopia, Oromiyaa region. I speak
three languages: English obviously, Afaan Oromo, and Amharic which is the National
Language of Ethiopia. Besides, my studies, I gained immense farming knowledge working
at my grandparents’ farm during school breaks. Shortly after I moved to the United States, I
made Tulare County my home. I have a BS degree in Plant Sciences from Haramaya
University and a master’s degree in Public Administration from California State University,
Fresno in Spring of 2020. Back in 2008, I got hired with the Tulare County Ag
Commissioner’s Office as an Ag & Standards Inspector Trainee and in 2011, I was
promoted to Inspector III to oversee the Lindsay District. In 2019, I was promoted to my
current position as a Supervising Ag & Standards Inspector IV, for Pest Exclusion &
Standards Division. To me, family is very important. I currently live in Visalia, with my
wife Roza, our adorable sons, Noah and Liam, our four-legged companion named Jack. In
our free time, we explore National Parks and the coastal areas. As a hobby, I am a
handyman and enjoy growing vegetables and herbs on my raised square gardens.

In the 2020/2021 cropping season, on top of meeting the domestic needs, Tulare County has exported various citrus fruit
varieties to over 39 Countries around the world. The Standards & Exclusion Division is staffed with highly qualified Inspectors
who support the citrus industry needs for inspection and certification of citrus fruits for export and on certain occasions for
domestic markets. Every year, our division performs Citrus Press Certification in Mid-September at packing sheds Citrus Press
in titration room and mobile presses in preparation for Citrus maturity testing season. A citrus maturity inspection includes a color
maturity and sugar level test, especially on Navel oranges, Valencia oranges, and Mandarin fruits.
As depicted in the picture below, after the truck(s) full of navel orange fruits leaves the grove and arrives at the packing
house parking lot, our Inspectors first examine the orange fruits for color maturity using a CDFA approved color chip “A”, then
take sample for titration to determine if the fruit reached the minimum standard set by CDFA for sugar level. For Navels, we use
California Standard Scale for sugar test and for other citrus like Valencia oranges and Mandarin, we use the soluble solids to acid
ration as stated on California Department of Food and Agriculture approved regulations (CCR 1430.35 - 1430.6)

The Picture depicts the steps of navel oranges from the grove to the titration room.

The test for citrus color maturity and sugar level are one of the many safeguard mechanisms set forth by CDFA to
minimize the entry of substandard citrus fruits into the marketplace and eventually to the hands of the consumers. Our
enforcement of the regulations, serve as a buffer between the citrus industry who are required by law to meet the standards and
quality citrus fruits at retailer stores for consumers.
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ACP Bulk Citrus Enforcement
My name is Marissa Borba, and I am currently the Agricultural & Standards Enforcement
Officer. I have been employed with the Tulare County since 2015 started as a Trainee in the
Pesticides Division and was promoted to the Enforcement Officer role in 2020. I grew up in
Tulare, CA and was involved in the livestock industry where I mostly raised swine ever
since I can remember. I attended Modesto Junior College and was part of the West Campus
Internship Program through the Agriculture Department. After that, I transferred to
Oklahoma State University where I graduated in 2013 with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Animal Science and minor in Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness. I recently married
my husband, Frank Borba, in April of 2021 and we reside in Porterville, CA.

As the 2021/2022 citrus season approaches, the Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office will continue to work together
with hauling companies and growers to help prevent the spread of the Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) and the potential introduction of
Huanglongbing (HLB). As the enforcement office, this time of the year picks up as many hauling companies have questions about
their compliance agreements, violations or fines they may receive. We continue to work with all companies to ensure that they are
not only following the required regulations explained in their compliance agreement but also doing it in the best way they can.
During 2020 we had an 85% compliance rate where 3418 inspections did not result in a violation. To date in 2021, we have a 92%
compliance rate where 3012 inspections did not result in a violation. This shows the wonderful effort and improvement that hauling
companies are putting forward to help stop the spread of ACP.

The picture below illustrates what is in compliance and what is a violation while
conducting ACP Bulk Citrus Transporter inspection.
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Pesticide Use Enforcement Division
My name is Sam Conant and I am the Supervising Agricultural & Standards Inspector
of the Pesticide Use Enforcement Division. I grew up in the Willamette Valley of
Oregon and attended Oregon State University where I majored in Food Science and
Technology. After graduating in 2014, I moved to Visalia and have been working for
the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office ever since.

The Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner’s office in conjunction with the Kings
County Department of Agriculture held their 3rd annual Pesticide Container Recycling
Event on September 20, 2021.About 84,000 pounds of empty pesticide containers were
collected from farmers in Tulare County and Kings County to recycle into agricultural
irrigation lines. The event was held at the Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner’s
Office in Tulare and was provided free of charge to growers and businesses. The Ag
Container Recycling Council collects fees at the time pesticides are purchased to pay for
the recycler, Interstate Ag Plastics, to chip the material. County agricultural inspectors
unloaded and inspected the containers of over fifty growers who were not able to leave a
trailer at the site. Fifty other growers and businesses left trailers full of containers to be
shredded and returned over the next week as the trailers were emptied. A few trailers
were rejected for having too many labels and caps left on the containers and had to be
reconditioned by the grower before they were accepted. The growers who attended took
all necessary precautions to make sure no containers were lost in transit by using enclosed
or tarped trailers. Both counties reached out to growers to tell them about the event in
multiple ways, including continuing education classes, flyers, e-mails, and word of
mouth. Overall, it was a very successful event and one that Interstate Ag Plastics said was
their 2nd largest ever. The department’s next recycling event will be held in September of
2022 at the same location.

Tulare County began renewal of Pesticide Permits/Private Applicator Certificates on November 15, 2021.
Private Applicator Certification (PAC) is required for Restricted Material Permit applicants and those using federally
restricted products. PAC’s with last names beginning with A-H expire on 12/31/2021. Renewal of PAC’s will require 6 hours
of Continuing Education.
(2 hours of which must be Laws and Regulations)
If you would like to renew your Certificate with Continuing Education hours, bring copies of your class attendance with you
when you come in for permit renewal.
PAC Exams:
Private Applicator exams will be available on a walk-in basis. Tests will be available from
8:00A.M – 3:00P.M., Monday through Friday, at the Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office Auditorium located at
4437 South Laspina St. Tulare, CA 93274
Phone (559) 684-3352
We will be limited on capacity, so if you need to send more than 5 employees, please call ahead and schedule.
County offices will be closed for the following dates: November 25-26, December 24, and January 17.
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Let’s Stay Connected

TulareAgComm

Or
Website:
https://agcomm.co.tulare.ca.us/ag/

Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
4437 S. Laspina St., Suite A
Tulare, CA 93274
Main Office Phone: 559-684-3350
Main Office Fax: 559-713-3768
Pesticides Office Phone: 559-684-3352
Pesticides Office Fax: 559-713-3770
Email: aginfo@tularecounty.ca.gov
Office Hours:
Monday – Friday
8:00am to 5:00pm

