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The Dairy Industry got i t s  s t a r t  i n  Tulare County about 1860 when a l f a l f a  
farming developed. The f i r s t  creamery was fomed through joint  stocks by a group 
of farners  just west of Visalia i n  1890. 

In  1 9 0  there  were approximately 7,000 head of dairy  c a t t l e  i n  the county. 
Du-ing the  period from 1901 t o  1910, the  industry  .made greater  s t r i des  because of 

- a l f a l f a  use a s  a pasture feed and hay with corn s i lage.  

The f i r s t  r e a l  cooperative, t he  Dairymen's Cooperative i n  Tulare, was incorpo- 
ra ted i n  1909. This co-op i s  s t i l l  t he  l a rges t  i n  Tulare County. 

By 1919 the gross value of da i ry  products exceeded $3,000,000.00. T h i s  does 
not include the  s a l e  of slaughter aniraals or  breeding stock, nor does it include 
replacement cow revenue. I n  1925, 7,000,000 lbs .  of milk f a t  was being produced 
and by 1940 the average cow production was 8,962 lbs .  of m i l k .  This was nowhere 
near t he  191 average production per cow of 14,755 lbs .  of m i l k .  

Among the reasons for  t he  vast  improvement made by t h i s  industry are:  be t t e r  
manageinent in a l l  f i e l d s  of endeavor, b e t t e r  se lec t ion  of cows f o r  replacement, 
much more superior s i r e s ,  a r t i f i c i a l  insemination programs, improved equipnent, 
disease control  and more conducive environment. Self and government inspection 
and t e s t i n g  programs have helped the industry  t o  b e t t e r  i t s e l f .  Improved feeds 
and feeding techniques have a l so  increased yields.  Dairymen today operate almost 
con;>letely under dry l o t  conditions with green chopped a l f a l f a  and hay being fed 
i n  summer and winter s i l age  plus hay. I n  t he  barn a t  milking time, 1 5  t o  1 8  lbs .  
3f concentrates per cow a re  fed year round. 

I n  194G, 33,424 co~is were being milked. A t  this time the f igure  i s  close t o  
70,0C80 head. 

Some of t he  many milk and m i l k  products a re :  f l u i d  m i l k s  and creams of many 
types, dried or  powdered milk f o r  human and animal consumption i n  d i f fe ren t  forms. 
Condensed m i l k ,  i c e  cream, i c e  . m i l k ,  but ter ,  cheeses, cottage cheese, caseins and 
whey a re  a few of the  others provided from m i l k .  

While t he  greates t  majority of t h e  county's herds a r e  Holsteins, some Guernsey, 
Jersey, and Brown Swiss contribute toward the  $45,519,000.00 m i l k  production and 
$2,653,000.00 manufactured m i l k  products. 

W r e  County has one new da i ry  coming i n  each month. These add t o  our present 
t o t a l  of some 235 da i r ies .  Of these,  225 a re  ra ted a s  Grade l lAt l .  

Sizes of herds range from 45 t o  2,600 cows, the  average being 275 head. It 
takes 26,500 replacement cows annually t o  keep t h i s  g rea t  industry  on the  upswing. 

Due t o  increased land costs  and the urban squeeze i n  Southern California, 
more and more dairymen a re  locat ing in the  San Joaquin Valley. The climate and 
cen t ra l  locat ion t o  major metropolitan a rcas  l i k e  Los kngeles, San Francisco and 
Sacramento, and the abundant a v a i l a b i l i t y  of feed makes it even more prof i tab le  
f o r  d a i r i e s  t o  s e t t l e  here. 



OFFICE OF 

TULARE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMM~SS~ONER 
C O U N T Y  C l V l C  CENTER 

V I S A L I A .  C A L I F O R N I A  93277 

TO WILLIAM F. COWAN, ACTING DLRECTOR 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

AND 

THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
TULARE COUNTY 

The Agricultural  Code s t a t e s  i n  Section 2279; "The Commissioner 
sha l l  compile reports of t he  condition, acreage, production, and value of 
the  agr icu l tura l  products of his county. The Commissioner may publish such 
reports, and s h a l l  transmit a copy thereof t o  the  Director.I1 

Insofar a s  possible, t he  acreage represents "net planted" and the 
value of a l l  crops i s  f .o.b. basis - not what the  farmer received. !dhile 
this i s  income t o  W a r e  County, t he  cost  of producing, picking, hauling, 
paclung and otherwise preparing f o r  market i s  deducted from these figures, 
and does not necessar i ly  show the f i nanc ia l  benef i ts  t ha t  the  f a m e r  receives 
from any given commodity. 

The information i n  t h i s  report  i s  from many and varied sources and 
i s  a s  accurate a s  i s  possible. Our e n t i r e  s t a f f  ass i s ted  i n  the compilation 
of these figures,  a l so  we a r e  indebted t o  t he  many individuals and organiza- 
t ions  f o r  t h e i r  help and cooperation i n  making avai lable  t o  t h i s  department 
t h e i r  records and information. lie wish t o  express our s incere  appreciation 
f o r  t h e i r  valuable help. 

Respectfully submitted, 

,,&$?A vin  0. IGmkins 6, k d ~  
- ~. 

Agricultural  Commissioner 
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TUURE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL ACREAGE STATISTICS 

ORCHARD BEARING NON-HEARING TOTAL 
ACREAGE ACREAGE ACREAGE 

CITRUS 
Grapefruit 
Lemons 
Limes 
Navels 
Valencias 
Tangerines 

TOTAL 74,026 13,632 87,658 

DECIDUOUS AND GRAPES 
Almonds 
Apples 
Apricots 
Avocados 
Cherries 
Figs 
Grapes 

Table 
Raisin 
Wine 

Nectarines 
Olives 
Peaches 

C l i n g  
Freestone 

Pears & Apple Pears 
Plums 
Prunes 
Persimmons 
Pistachio Nuts 
Pomegranates 
Quince 
Walnuts 

TOTAL =5,832 21,289 137,121 

Total Grapes 63,816 
Total O r c M  Crops 124,203 

TOTAL 188,019 38,627 226,646 



P :  ACIEACC, PFi0SUCTI:)N A1D VALE 1970 - 7 1  

Production Value - 
Crop Year iIarwsted Per Total  Unit Per Total  

Acreage Acre Unit 

3ar ley 1971 63,000 1.91 120,000 Ton 54.00 6,L80,000 
1970 75,~oO l , 68  142,000 Ton 46.00 6,532,000 

Beans - Dry 1971 6,500 .86 5,720 Ton 265.00 1,516,000 
1970 7,000 -90 6,300 Ton 155.00 977,000 

Corn - Field 1971 12,100 3.40 41,140 Ton 55.00 2,263,000 
1970 111,500 3.15 36,230 Ton 58.00 2,101,000 

Cotton - Lint 191 118,000 1,20 141,600 Bale 157.50 22,702,000 
1570 118,400 1.50 177,600 Bale 125.00 22,200,000 

Cotton - Seed 1971 X X 61,950 Ton 65.00 4,027,000 
1970 X X 77,700 Ton 67.85 5,272,000 

i!ay - Alfal fa  15'71 109,000 7.50 802,500 Ton 28.00 22,470,000 
1970 100,000 8.15 800,000 Ton 30.50 24,400,000 

Processed 1971 ;C X 15,000 Ton 43 .00 645,000 
1970 X X 16,000 Ton 47.87 766,000 

Grain 1571 2,500 1.25 3,130 Ton 26.00 81,400 
1970 L, 100 1.90 7,790 Ton 27.00 210,000 

Oats 15'71 2,200 1,15 2,530 Ton 56-00 l42,OOO 
1970 3,500 1.06 3,710 Ton 51.00 189,000 

Pasture B -Range 
I r r i ga t ed  1971 28,000 X X Acre 75.00 2,100,000 

1970 22,400 X X Acre 75.00 1,680,000 

Native 1971 m , o 0 0  X X Acre 4.50 4,050,000 
1970 900,000 X X Acre 4.50 4,050,000 

Other 1971 5,450 X X Acre 5.00 27,300 
1970 5 , 000 X X Acre 10.00 50,000 

Rice 1971 5 93 2.45 1,450 Ton 90.00 1?1,000 
1970 545 2.25 1,230 Ton 90.00 11?.,000 

Safflower 1971 2,100 .75 1,575 Ton 100.00 156,000 
1970 1,190 .6250 744 Ton 100.00 74,400 

Seed Screening 1971 X X 600 Ton 41.00 24,600 
1970 X X 178 Ton 29.43 5,240 

Silage 1971 33,200 21.00 697,000 Ton 5.25 3,659,000 
1970 26,900 23.00 619,000 Ton 5-50 3,405,000 



FBLD C2OPS: ACEAGZ, PRODUCTION APD VALUE 1770 - 71 

Product ion - Value 
Crop Year ilarvested Per Total U n i t  Per Total 

Acreage Acre U n i t  

Sorgum - Grain 1771 24,000 2.16 51,840 Ton 52.86 2,740,000 
1 9 0  30,000 2.18 65,400 Ton 52.00 3,401,000 

Straw 1771 X X 8,350 Ton 12.50 104,000 
1770 X X ll,508 Ton 12.75 l-47,000 

Sugar Beets 1771 10,000 12.84 128,400 Ton 12.84 1,649,000 
1770 12,310 24.00 295,000 Ton 12-83 3,785,000 

b i l e  a t  1771 9,400 2.23 20,960 Ton 56.65 1,187,000 
1770 11,000 2.20 24,200 Ton 46.00 1,113,000 

TOTAL 



SEXD CROPS: ACIGAGE, PRODUCT1011 AND VALUE 1970 - 71 

Production Value 
crop Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per Total 

Acreage Acre Unit 

Beans - Blackeye #5 1 W 1  120 1.00 120 Ton 360.00 43,200 
Registered o r  1?70 ll .90 10 Ton 240.00 2,400 
Cert i f ied 

Barley - Eegistered 1 W 1  100 1.26 12 6 Ton 62.00 7,800 
or  Cert i f ied 1W0 404 1.99 804 Ton 90.00 72,400 

Oats - Registered 
o r  Cert i f ied 
Rapida 1?71 X X X X X X 

1W0 1 9  1.30 25 Ton 110.00 2,750 

Sierra  1 W 1  50 .91 45 Ton 60.00 2,700 
1WO X X X X X X 

tiheat - Registered 

Misc. Vegetables f o r  15771 87 
Seed - Cabbage, 1WO X 
carrot ,  l e t t u c e  91 
onion 

1.64 272 Ton 53.00 14,400 
1.25 156 Ton 120.00 18,700 

TOTAL 



EGETABL3 CROPS: ACEAGZ, PRODUCTION AND VALLE 1970 - 71 

Production Value 
C ~ O D  Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per Total 

Acreage Acre Unit 

Asparagus - Fresh 1971 320 2.42 519 Ton 474.00 246,000 
1970 317 2.66 717 Ton 40G.00 293,000 

Processed 1971 X X 255 Ton 330.00 84,150 
1970 X X 1.26 Ton 295.00 37,200 

Beans - Green 
Fresh Market 1971 18 8.20 U 8  Ton 980.00 U5,000 

1970 52 1.92 100 Ton 464.00 46,400 

Processed 1971 1,485 4.00 5,940 Ton 100.00 594,000 
1970 1,805 3.24 5,848 Ton 109.00 637,000 

Corn - Sweet 1971 See Misc, X X X X X 
Vegetable 

1573 12 2-43 29 Ton 191.00 5 , 540 

Cucmbers - Fresh lY?l. 174 5.76 1,002 Ton 273.00 274,000 
l?/a 100 5.27 527 Ton 290.00 153 000 

Processed 1971 878 10.03 G,806 Ton 76.00 669,000 
15'70 210 11.33 2,380 Ton 68.90 164,000 

Egg Plant 1971 See & f i x .  X n X X X ., 
Vegetable 

1970 67 7.38 494 Ton 223.00 110,000 

Lettuce - Plixed 1971 X X X X X X 
1‘770 170 9.47 1,610 Ton 89.00 U3 , 000 

?.lelons - Cantaloupe 1971 55 4.02 221 Ton 213.00 47,000 
1970 X X X X X X 

Cranshaw 1971 40 3.00 120 Ton 100.00 12,000 
1970 72 4.74 341 Ton 175.00 599700 

Honey Dew - Fresh 1971 656 7.05 3,443 Ton a . 0 0  286,000 
1970 745 15.03 4,668 Ton 110.00 513,000 

Processed 1971 X X 1,182 Ton 10.00 11,820 
1970 X X 6,507 Ton 10.00 65,003 

Persian 1971 25 4.12 103 Ton 100.00 10,300 
1970 30 4.93 U 8  Ton 200.00 29,600 

Casaba 1971 25 4.50 112 Ton 83.00 9,300 
1970 35 4.77 167 Ton 167.00 27 , 900 

Wateraelons 1971 208 5 . l l  1,063 Ton 65.00 69,100 
1970 448 9.94 4,453 Ton 42.00 187,000 



VEGETABLE CROPS: ACFEAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1970 - 71 

Production Value - 
Crop Year Harvested Per Total U n i t  Per Total 

Acreage Acre U n i t  

Dnions - Processed 1971 240 13.72 3,293 Ton 26.00 85,600 
1970 110 19.00 2,090 Ton 26.00 54,300 

Peas - Green 1971 See I~lisc. X X X X X 
Vegetable 

1970 66 2.50 165 Ton 216.00 35,uO 

Peppers - 3 e l l  1971 454 5.41 2,456 Ton 132.00 324,000 
1970 130 8.38 1,089 Ton llO.00 12C,000 

(Green W t .  ) - C h i l i  1971 X X X X X X 
1970 18 2.50 45 Ton 380.00 17,100 

( D r y  ifi. )-Chili 
Processed 1971 305 1.50 458 Ton 470.00 215,000 

1970 200 1.50 300 Ton 460.00 138,000 

Potatoes - I4arket 1971 X X X X X X 
19-70 615 20.10 6,982 Ton 88.00 6l.4,000 

cul ls  

Squash 

1971 X X X X X X 
1970 X X 5,380 Ton 4.00 21,500 

1971 195 6-70 1,306 Ton 296.00 387,000 
1970 l.48 7.67 la135  Ton 223.00 253,000 

Tomatoes - Fresh 1971 1,357 20.22 27,439 Ton 364.00 9,988,000 
1970 1,248 16.77 20,929 Ton 339.00 7,095,000 

Elisc. Vegetables 1971 74 X X X X 68,300 
B r o c c a ,  Corn, 1970 X X X X X X 
Sweet, Egg Plant, 
Peas, Green 

TOTAL 



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACEAGE, PRODUCTION AID VALUE 1970-71 

Production Value - 
Crop Year Harvested Per Total U n i t  Per Total 

Acreage Acre U n i t  

Almonds - Meats 

Apples - Fresh 

Processed 

Apricots - Fresh 

Processed 

Avocados 

Cherries 

Figs 

Fresh 

Processed 

Grapes - Table 

Emperor 

Almeria 

Ffibier 

White Malaga 

Red Malaga 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

X 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

X 
X 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

X 
X 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 



Production Value - 
Crop Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per Total 

Acreage Acre Unit 

i,iuscats 

Cardinal 

I t a l i a  

!.iiscellaneous 

Thompson - Fresh 

Canning 

Grapes - Haisin 

Grapes - Wine 

Grapefruit - Fresh 

Lemons - Fresh 

F'rocessed 

Nectarines - Fresh 

Olives - Canned 

O i l  

Oranges - Navel 

F'rocessed 

Valencia - Fresh 

j: X 33,230 Ton 63.00 2,093,000 
X X 37,800 Ton 51.00 1,928,000 

X X 1,767 Ton 415.00 733,000 
X X 1,903 Ton 309.00 588,000 

X X 2,130 Ton 3ll.00 662,000 
X X 2,898 Ton 272.00 788,000 

X X 13,330 Ton 343.00 4,572,000 
X X 18,730 Ton 372.00 6,968,000 

X X 51,795 Ton 355.00 18,387,000 
x x 42,336 Ton 333.00 U,098,000 

X X 18,900 Ton 80.50 1,521,000 
i! j: 18,500 Ton 73.50 1,360,000 

32,601 X 21,138 Ton 298.55 6,311,000 
34,105 X 31,292 Ton 278.00 8,699,000 

6,669 j: 210,000 Ton 61.82 12,982,000 
6,854 X 98,400 Ton 66.65 6,558,000 

99 12-00 1,188 Ton 162.50 193,000 
99 11.20 1,108 Ton 125.00 13 9,000 

2,150 7.87 10,830 Ton 289.00 3,130,000 
1,862 10.46 16,440 Ton 262.00 4,307,000 

X X 6,090 Ton 66.00 402,000 
X X 3,040 Ton 63.20 192,000 

2,790 6.55 18,274 Ton 298.00 5,446,000 
2,277 11.40 25,958 Ton 273.00 7,087,000 

=,7& 2.83 30,700 Ton 138.00 4,237,000 
11,650 2.33 25,900 Ton 2U.00 5,543,000 

X X 2,530 Ton 10.00 25,300 
X X 1,250 Ton 63.17 78,960 

47,219 7.09 263,000 Ton 170.52 44,847,000 
42,512 10.63 340,000 Ton U7.72 50,225,000 

X X 71,700 Ton 25.24 1,810,000 
X X 112,000 Ton 22.00 2,4649000 

23,5& 6.07 &+,I20 Ton 167.36 U9078,000 
22,473 9.30 131,000 Ton 152.00 19,9129000 



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AID VALUE 1970-71 

Production Value 
Crop Year Harvested Per Totdl U n i t  Per Total  

Acreage Acre Unit 

Oranges 
Vdlencias 
Processed 

Peaches 
Cling-Processed 

Freestone - Fresh 

Processed 

Pears & Applepears 

Plums 

Fresh 

Culls - Processed 

Persimmons 

Pomegranates 

Prunes - Processed 

Pistachio Nuts 
(Dw Wt.) 

Quince 

Tangerines 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

X 
X 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

l b s  . 
lbs.  

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AID VALUE 1970-71 

Production Value 
crop Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per Total 

Acreace Acre Unit 

Walnuts 1.04 17,066 Ton 440.00 7,509,000 
.92 14,779 Ton 440.00 6,503,000 



lJURSEW PRODUCTS: SALES AID VALUE 1970-71 

- - -- 

Item Yeer Quantity Unit Per Total 
Sold U r i i t  

Citrus and Subtropical 1971 133,000 Each 2J-4 285,000 
Frui t  Trees 1970 271,000 Each 1.87 507,000 

Citrus 2uds 

Citnis Seediings 

Citrus Seeds 

1971 239,000 Each -07 16,700 
1970 300,000 Each .07 21,000 

1971 2,625 Each -12 320 
i T O  20,000 Each .12 2 , 400 

1971 208 Quart 8.00 1,660 
1970 295 Quart 13 -00 3,slrO 

Deciduous Frui t  i971 741,000 Each 1..79 1,326,000 
and Nut Trees m e  985,000 Each 1,72 1,694,000 

Grape Vines 

Ornanentals and Cut Flowers 1'77; X X X 680,000 
1970 X X X 621,000 

Vegetable and Flgwer 1971 W1,000 Flat -83 217,000 
P l a t s  i n  F la t s  1970 282,030 Flak ; 45 127 a 000 

TOTAL 



LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY: PRODUCTION AND V&LE 1970-71 

Value 
Item Year No. of Total U n i t  Per T o t a l  

Head Liveweight U n i t  

Cattle and Calves 1971 350,000 X Head 156.00 54,600,000 
1970 349, 000 X Head 149.00 52,001,000 

Lambs 

Sheep 

1971 1,120 89,600 lb. .267 23yW 
1970 1,320 106y000 lb. .272 28,800 

Hogs and Pigs 191 52,500 X Head 33 -48 1,758,000 
1970 48, 500 X Head 43.25 2,098,000 

Broilers and Fryers 1971 3,964,000 1 4 ~ 5 4 1 , m  lb. -148 2,152,000 
1970 4,948,000 15,815,000 lb. .150 2y372J000 

Other Chickens 1971 282,000 l , l O 3 , O O O  lb. -031 34,200 
1970 310,000 1,186,000 lb. ,040 47,400 

Pullets 1971 788,000 X Each 1.61 1,269,000 
1970 1,249,000 X Each 1.60 1,998,000 

Turkeys 

Miscellaneous 
Geese, Pheasants 
Rabbits, Squabs 
Chicks and Poults 1971 X X X X 1,648,000 

1570 x x x x 1,356,000 

TOTAL 



LIVESTOCK AND POULTEY TRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1970-71 

Value - 
It em Year Product ion Unit Per Total 

U n i t  

Cwt. 5.28 459519,000 
Cwt. 5 -07 W,9l4,000 

lb.  
lb. 

Ekxs 
Chicken - Market 1971 

1970 
Do2. 
Doz. 

Turkey - Hatching Each 
Each 

TOTAL 

Ai'IARr ?ILOD'JCTS: iJ~iiXUCTION AND VALUE 1970-71 

Value - 
Item Year Prductior. U n i t  Per Total 

Unit 

Honey - Orange lb. 
lb. 

Cotton and 
Alfalfa lb. 

lb. 

Beeswax lb. 
lb. 

TOTAL 1771 200,000 
1970 194,000 



TOTAL OF MAJOR CROPS 

FlELD CROPS 

Cotton 22,302,000 
Cotton Seed 4,027,000 
Alfalfa 23,ll5,000 

SXD CROPS 

VEGETABLE CROPS 

FRUIT AND NUT CROPS 

NURSERY PRODUCTS 

LIVESTOCK AID POULTRY 

CROP TOTALS 

$ 75,756,000 

Grapes 
Olives 
Oranges 

Navel 
Valencia 

Peaches 
Cling 
Free 

Plums 
iJalnut s 

Livestock 56,394,000 
Poultry 109575,000 

LIVESTOCK AID POULTRY PRODUCTS 52,329,000 

M i l k  48,172,000 
Eggs 4,1559000 

APIARY PRODUCTS 200,000 

GRAND TOTAL $402, 550,000 



CO'IPARISONS OF AGRICULTURAL INCCNE 

1951 - 1971 

1951 ........................................... 4245,462,808 

1952 4252,727,816 

1953 975 9 
9 9 91 

1954 4222,542,176 

1955 4233,612,492 

1956 ...................................... 4263,403yU2 

1957 ................................... 4284,308,391 

1958 4328,584,889 

1959 ----------------------.--------------- 4341,645,299 

1960 ................................ -43349012,325 

1961 4322,770,545 

1962 ................................. 4329,094,057 

1963 ..................................... -4325,848,300 

1964 -4357,335,000 

1965 ------------------------------4324,221,000 

1966 ....................................... 4373,408,000 

1967 ........................................ -$364,729,000 

0 196" 4376,443,000 

1969 ...................................... 4378,849,000 

1970 ......................................... 4408y039,OOO 

1971 4402~550,000 




