


O L I V E S  

An ancient f r u i t  serves a modern industry i n  Tulars County 

The o l ive  i s  t ru ly  an ancient f r u i t  and is  referred to laany times i n  the 

Bible. I t  is qu i t s  possible tha t  the C&en of Gethaemno sti l l  contains the same 

cllive t rees  tha t  were growing there a t  the time of Christ. 

Lripioally c l ives  grew wild and -re first cul t ivated i n  Asia Ydnor more than 

L , W  years ago. Between 680 B.C. and 570 B.C. ol ive  t r ees  were f irst  brought to 

I t a l y ,  France and Spain. In 1560 three  t r ees  were carr ied to Lima, Peru and from 

these the extensive plantings of South America were produced. 

The e a r l i e s t  report  of ol ives  i n  North America is dated 1755 when p h t s  were 

introduced i n  South Carolina. In 1760 it is known t h a t  a l ive  t r ees  vere carr ied t o  

Florjda, but the exact date they were introduced to California i s  mknovn. Calif- 

ornia  his tor ians  beljeve tha t  o l ive  seeds and cut t ings were taken t o  Mexico from 

Peru and frljm there were brought t o  California by Spanish Padres. I t  i s  believed 

t h a t  o l ives  *re planted a t  the Mission h n  Diego about 1775. Olives were l a t e r  

cul t ivated a t  a l l  21 California missions and became an essent ia l  foa l  f o r  the Padres 

ana Indlans t h a t  lived nearby. 

The var ie ty  of o l ive  planted i s  now known as the Mission olive. The three other 

va r i e t i e s  of o l ives  tha t  a r e  grown on a la rge  oommercial scale  i n  California are:  

the Manzanillo, which means i n  Spanish "L i t t l e  Apple", t he  Sevillano developed around 

~ e v i l l e ,  "pain, and the Ascolaw of I t a l i a n  origin. 

Agriculture fladually began to replace gold mining i n  California around 1875 and 

the California o l ive  industry began. Olives were p o r n  a t  t h a t  time for  t h e i r  

commercial o i l  value and around 1700 i t  bas discovered t h a t  ol ives  could be canned 

l ike  other f r u i t s ,  and another segment of the industry began to take form. 

Legend has L t  tha t  ol ives  were f i r s t  found to be edible when the heavily laden 

branch of a t r e e  near a r i v e r  alloved the o l ives  to t r a i l  i n  the water. The high 

a lka l ine  content of the vater leached the natural  b i t te rness  from the fruit. 



In the  late 184Q's and e a r l y  1890's an o l i v e  p l a n t i w  boom s t a r t e d  in Tulare 

County a s  Uells f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  were introduced. Some of the  f i r s t  p lant ings  were 

i n  t h e  Lindsay a r e a  by J .  J. Cairns who was a l a r g e  dry land g r a i n  farmer i n  Eastern 

Tulare County. Other knoua p lan t ings  were by Senator Stockton Berry and a l a r g e  

p lant ing before 1900 on t h e  Hcrryman Ranch m r t h e a s t  of  the c i t y  of  Exeter. 

Through t h e  e a r l y  1900's, o l i v e s  continued t o  be planted and more modern methods 

of canning and processing *re introduced. The o l i v e  industry grew t o  be a n  

important p a r t  of  t h e  o v e r a l l  economy of  RLLare County. 

Some of the  p r i c e s  and y i e l d s  reported around 1911 t o  1912 were as follows: 

Yields vere reported t o  be 2 t o  6 tons  per acre, on 1 8  year old trees, a t  875.G0 to 

$125.00 per ton. Picking c o s t s  wre reported to be $20.00 per ton. 

During the  next  40 to 50 years ,  severa l  l a r g e  commercial producers and canners 

were i n  opera t ion i n  -re County. h n g  these  vere Lindsay Ripe Olive, Golden 

Lagle Products, V. R. Smith, Terra Bella Olive and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  s c a t t e r e d  through- 

o u t  t h e  county. 

Finally,  we a r r i v e  a t  t h e  end of t h e  1973 season. The Ca l i fo rn ia  Crop and 

Livestock Reporting Service  s t a t e s  t h a t  in 1973 t h e r e  a r e  28,460 a c r e s  of  o l i v e s  

planted i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  and of t h i s  t o t s 1  15,106 a c r e s  a r e  loca ted  i n  TuLare County. 

This is approximately 57% of  t h e  total in Cal i fornia ,  and places  Tulare County as 

t h e  l eader  i n  the  United S t a t e s  i n  total o l i v e  production. 

Truly t h e  anc ien t  f r u i t ,  the  o l i v e ,  serves  a modern day indus t ry  well. 

Acknowledgements - Lindsay Olive Growers and m a r e  County H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  f o r  
moot of t h e  background material .  

Cover Photo - Courtesy of  Ron Goble - Visalia Times Delta. 

Repared  by: Roger B r o w n ,  Deputy Agricultural Commissioner, Tulare County. 
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TULARE COUNTY A G R I C U L T W  ACREAGE STATISTICS 

OHC HARD B r n I N G  
ACREAGE 

NON-BEARING TOTAL 
ACREAGE ACREAGE 

CITRUS 
Grapefruit 
~emons 3,005 
Limes 6 
Navels 52,883 
Valencias 24, 2 U  
Tangerines 1,367 

TOTAL 81,615 

DECIDUOUS AND GRAPES 
Almonds 
Apples 
Apricots 
Avocados 
Cherries 
Figs 
Grapes 

Table 
Raisin 
Wine 

Nectarines 
Olives 
Peaches 

Cling 
Freestone 

Pears & Apple Pears 
Plums 
Prunes 
Persimmons 
Pistachio Nuts 
Pomegranates 
Quince 
Walnuts 

TOTAL 120,028 

Total  Grapes 
Total Orchard Crops 

TOTAL 



FIELD CROPS: ACREBGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 
Productigp 

Crop Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per Total 
Valus 

Acreage Acre Unit 

Barley 1973 78, 500 1.66 130,000 Ton 71.50 9,295,000 
1972 48,800 2.21 108,000 Ton 60.58 6,543,000 

Beans - Dry 1973 8,800 90 7,900 Ton 550.00 4,345,000 
1972 7,850 093 7,300 Ton 257.00 1,876,000 

Corn - Field 1973 25,000 2. 75 68,750 Ton 150.00 10,313,000 
1972 6,100 2. 87 17,500 Ton 60.00 1,050,000 

Cotton - Lint 1973 135,400 788.42 222,400 Lb. 46.96 50,129,000 
1972 126,800 1.75 221,900 Bale l47.50 32,730,000 

Cotton - Seed 1973 X X 93,300 Ton 116.25 10,846,000 
1972 X X 99,850 Ton 57.00 5,692,000 

Hay - Alfalfa 1973 102,000 7.85 801,000 Ton 53.75 43,054,000 
1972 118,600 6.75 800,500 Ton 35.00 28,018,000 

Processed 1973 X X 13,490 Ton 77.75 1,049,000 
1972 X X 15,500 Ton 46.00 713,000 

Graf n 1973 6,400 2.56 16,000 Ton 28.00 4483 Ooo 
1972 2,200 1-64 3,600 Ton 26.00 93,600 

Oats 1973 1 , 530 1-12 l,no TOP 4,000 
1972 2,500 82 2,050 Ton 57.00 

Pasture & Range 
Irrigated 1973 28,000 X X Acre 75.00 2,100,000 

1972 30,000 X X Acre 75.00 2,250,000 

Native 1973 900,000 X X Acre 5.00 4,500,000 
1972 900,000 X X Acre 4.50 4,050,000 

Other 1973 5,100 X X Acre 5.00 25,500 
1972 15,000 X X Acre 4.00 60,000 

Rice 1973 886 2.35 2,080 Ton 200.00 416, OOo 
1972 687 2.80 9 Ton 115.00 221,OOO 

Safflower 1973 1,100 075 825 Ton 190.30 157, 000 
1972 1,465 .75 1,099 Ton 100.00 110,000 

Seed Screenings 1973 X X 1,000 Ton 64.00 66,000 
1972 X X 106 Ton 20.00 2,120 

Silage 1973 22,100 17.90 396,000 Ton 7.90 3,128,000 
1972 13,100 18.00 235,800 Ton 5.50 1,297,000 



FIELD CHOPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972-73 

Product&g~ 
Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per 

!!&a2 
C r o ~  Total 

Acreage Acre Unit 

Sorghum Grain 1973 
1972 

Ton 
Ton 

Straw 1973 
1972 

Ton 
Ton 

Sugar Beets 1973 
1972 

Ton 
Ton 

Wheat 1973 
1972 

Ton 
Ton 

TOTAL 1973 
1972 

Cotton - Lint Yield in pounds, Production 480 lbs. gross weight bales, Lint 
price on hundredweight basis. 



SEED CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

R o d u a a  
Unit Per 

Value 
Crop Year Harvested Per Total Total 

Acreage Aare Unit 

Beans - Blackeye #5 1973 363 090 327 Ton 800.00 262,000 
Registered or 1972 360 .85 306 Ton 330.00 101,000 
Certified 

Barley - Registered 1973 783 095 744 Ton 100.00 74,400 
or Certified 1972 X X X X X X 

Uheat - Registered 1973 555 1.50 832 Ton 120.00 99¶ 800 
or Certified 1972 X X X X X X 

Miac. Vegetables 1973 141 X X X X 343 100 
for seed 1972 X X X X X X 

Sudan Grass 1973 160 36 58 Ton 400.00 23 , 200 
1972 X X X X X X 



VEGETABLE CHOPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

Production Value 
Crop Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per Total 

Acreage Acre Unit 

Asparagus 

Processed 

1973 226 2.70 610 Ton 650.00 397,000 
1972 246 2. 77 490 Ton 466.00 U9,000 

1973 X X 29 Ton 360.00 10,400 
1972 X X 190 Ton 360.00 68,400 

Beans - Green 1973 35 6.37 223 Ton 250.00 55,750 
Fresh Market 1972 X X X X X X 

Processed 

Corn - Sweet 

1973 2,675 2.87 7,677 Ton 105.00 806,000 
1972 2,350 3.10 7,280 Ton 100.00 728,000 

1973 63 1.25 79 Ton 185.20 14,630 
1972 X X X X X X 

Cucumbers - Fresh 1973 264 9.10 2,402 Ton 327.00 785 , 000 
1972 132 12.35 1,630 Ton 240.00 391,000 

Processed 

Melons - Cranshaw 1973 40 3.80 152 Ton 105.00 15,900 
1972 58 5.43 229.00 72,000 315 Ton 

Honey Dew - Fresh 1973 620 7.68 4,464 Ton 103.00 460,000 
1972 720 10.30 5,766 Ton 116.00 669,000 

Processed 

Persian 

Casaba 

1973 X X 300 Ton 10.00 
X 

3,000 
1972 X 1,650 Ton 10.00 16,500 

1973 30 4.80 U Ton 105.00 15,100 
1972 36 5.28 190 Ton 165.00 31,400 

1973 30 5.00 150 Ton 103.00 15,500 
1972 43 6.98 300 Ton 156.00 46,800 

Watermelons 1973 322 11.25 3,622 Ton 42.82 155,000 
1972 343 U.65 3,996 Ton n.00 284,000 

Peppers - Bell 1973 23 5 4. 04 949 Ton 285.00 270,000 
1972 292 8.29 2,420 Ton 191.00 462,000 

Chili - (dry ut . ) 1973 377 1.36 513 Ton 490.00 251 , 000 
1972 457 1.25 570 Ton 500.00 285,000 

1973 30 6.50 195 Ton 92.50 18,000 
1972 24 4-50 108 Ton 137.00 14,800 

Pimento 1973 X X X X X X 
1972 404 5.00 2,020 Ton 100.00 202,000 



VEETABLE CHOPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

Production Value 
Crop Year Harvested Per Total U n i t  Per Total 

Acreage Acre U n i t  

Potatoes - Market 1973 
1972 

Squash 

Tomatoes - fresh 1973 
1972 

Miac. Vegetables 1973 
Artichokes - Taro 1972 
Corms - green 
onions 

15.67 7,130 Ton 
1.70 408 Ton 

9.11 2,040 Ton 
8.22 1,142 Ton 

21.86 35,960 Ton 
22.86 31,158 Ton 

TOTAL 



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AIXD VALUE 1972 - 73 

Production Value 
Crop Year Harvested Per Total U n i t  Per Total 

Acreage Acre U n i t  
. 

Almbnds - Meats Ton 2,460.00 
Ton 1,123.00 

Apples - Fresh Ton 253.00 
Ton 175.00 

Processed 

Apricots - Fresh 

Ton 26.00 
Ton 55-00 

Ton 270.00 
Ton 500.00 

Avocados 

Cherries 

Figs 

Grapes - Table 

Ton 680.00 
Ton u9.00 

Ton 473.00 
Ton 722.00 

Ton 402.00 
Ton 590.00 

Ton 435.00 
Ton 434.00 

Almer ia 

Ribier 

Ton 395.00 
Ton 16114.00 

Ton 482.00 
Ton U . 0 0  

White Malaga 

Red Malaga 

Ton 370.00 
X X 

Ton 439.00 
Ton 471 00 

Muscats 

Cardinal 

I ta l ia  

Ton 270.00 
Ton 67.50 

Ton 466.00 
Ton 467.00 

Ton 420.00 
Ton 423.00 



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

Production V a l u s  
Crop Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per Total 

Acreage Acre Unit 

Miscellaneous 

Thompson - Fresh 

Grapes - Raisin 

Grapes - Wine 

Grapefruit - Fresh 

Lemons - Fresh 

Processed 

Nectarines - Fresh 

Olives - Canned 
O i l  

Oranges - Navel 

Processed 

Valencia 

Processed 

Peaches - Cling 
Processed 

Freestone - Fresh 

12,110 Ton 
10,740 Ton 

60,200 Ton 
Q,000 Ton 

7,900 Ton 
15,900 Ton 

26,000 Ton 
10,900 Ton 

165,000 Ton 
170,000 Ton 

1,106 Ton 
2,540 Ton 

7,904 Ton 
5,800 Ton 

20,558 Ton 
4,030 Ton 

25,800 Ton 
31,000 Ton 

45,900 Ton 
10,400 Ton 

1,000 Ton 
3,000 Ton 

230,000 Ton 
3Q,000 Ton 

148,000 Ton 
133,000 Ton 

43,350 Ton 
136,000 Ton 

96,220 Ton 
151,000 Ton 

20,620 Ton 
29,750 Ton 

18,880 Ton 
18,220 Ton 



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

Production Value 
Crop Year Harvested Per Total Unit Per Total 

Acreage Acre Unit 

Pears & Pear Apples 1973 129 6.10 787 Ton 3W.00 268,000 
1972 70 1.78 125 Ton 398.00 49,7!50 

Plums - Fresh 1973 8,554 4.27 36,530 Ton 458.00 16,731,000 
1972 8,696 5.78 50,300 Ton LJ4.00 20,824,000 

Processed 1973 X X X Ton X X 
1972 X X 240 Ton 7. 50 1,800 

Persimmons 1973 210 4.44 932 Ton 744.00 693, OOO 
1972 240 4.74 1,138 Ton 376.00 428,ooO 

Pomegranates 1973 1,648 4.48 7,380 Ton 393.00 2,900,000 
1972 823 5.84 4,850 Ton 325.00 1,576,000 

Runes - Processed 1973 3,709 1.75 6,500 Ton 450.00 2,925,000 
(Dry w t .  1972 3,486 .80 2,790 Ton 550.00 1,535,000 

'Pistachio Nuts 1973 176 2,500.00 440,000 lba. 2.00 880,000 
- 1972 139 680.00 94,520 l b ~ .  1.30 123,000 

Quince 1973 60 6.73 404 Ton 324.00 131,000 
1972 61 8.17 498 Ton 313.00 156,000 

Tangerines 1973 1,367 12.60 17,220 Ton 2U.00 3,685,000 
1972 1,035 8.75 9,050 Ton 260.00 2,353,000 

Walnuts 1973 18,856 1.20 22,700 Ton 600.00 13,620 ,'OW 
1972 17,755 .92 16,300 Ton 520.00 8,476,000 

TOTAL 



NURSERY PRODUCTS: SALES AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

Item Year Ouanti tp Unit Per Total 
Sold Unit 

Citrus and Subtropical 
Fruit trees 

Citrus M a  

Citrus Seedlings 

Deciduous Fruit 
and Nut trees 

Grape Vines 

Ornamentals & Cut Flowers 

Vegetable and Flower 
Plants in Flats 

Each 
Each 

Each 
Each 

Each 
Each 

Eauh 
Each 

F l a t  
Flat 

TOTAL 



LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY: PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

Value 
Item Year No. of Total Unit Per Total 

Head Liveweight Unit 

Cattle & Calves Head 
Head 

Lambs lb. 
lb. 

Sheep lbm 
lb. 

Hogs & Pigs Head 
Head 

Broilers and Fryers lbm 
lb. 

Other Chickens lbm 
lbm 

- Pullets  Each 
Each 

Turkeys lbm 
lb. 

Miscellaneous 
Chicks, Poults 
Rabbits & Squabs 

TOTAL 



LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCI'Sr PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

Value 
I tern Year Production U n i t  Per Total 

U n i t  

Milk 
Market 

Cwt. 
Cwt. 

Manufacturing 1973 
1972 

Cwt. 
Cwt. 

Wool lb. 
lb. 

Eges 1973 
Chicken - Market 1972 

Turkey - Hatching 1973 
1972 

Each 
Each 

TOTAL 

APIARY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1972 - 73 

Value 
Item Year Production U n i t  Per Total 

U n i t  

Honey - Orange 1973 1,480,000 lb. 
1972 1,225,000 lb. 

Other 1973 925,000 lb. 
1972 875,000 lb. 

Beeswax 1973 37,000 Ib. 
1972 26,250 lb. 

Pollination 1973 37,000 Colony 
1972 X X 

From Bee Colonies registered i n  M a r e  County. 

TOTAL 



TOTAL OF MAJOR CROPS 

FIELD CROPS 

SEED CROPS 

VEGETABLE CROPS 

FRUIT AND NUT CROPS 

- NURSERY PRODUCTS 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

Cotton 50,129,000 
Cotton Seed 10,846,000 
Alfalfa 44p103,000 

Grapes 
Olivee 
Orangea 

Navel 
Valencia 

Peaches 
cling 
Free 

Plums 
Walnuts 

Livestack 53,38OS000 
Poultry 15,501,000 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY PRODUCTS 

Milk 70,307,000 
Qga 5,876,000 

APAIRY PRODUCTS 

GRAND TOTAL 

CROP TOTALS 

WP726,OOO 



COMPARISON OF AGRICULTURAL INCOW3 

1953 - 1973 




