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I n  accordance w i t h  t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  Sec t ion  2779 o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Code, I am pleased t o  submit t h e  Annual A g r i c u l t u r a l  Crop Report o f  t h e  acreage, 
p roduct ion  and v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  commodities produced i n  Tu lare  
County du r ing  t h e  calendar yea r  1978. 

This  r e p o r t  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  gathered f rom many sources, and as always, 
i t  must be emphasized t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  a r e  gross r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  producer and do 
n o t  i n d i c a t e  ac tua l  n e t  p r o f i t .  

Despite widespread delays i n  p l a n t i n g  and damage t o  crops due t o  l a t e  s p r i n g  and 
e a r l y  f a l l  r a i n  i n  1978, t h e  gross r e t u r n s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  crops produced i n  
Tu lare  County t o t a l e d  $896,436,000 an increase o f  14% from t h e  prev ious  year .  

I wish t o  express my s ince re  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  producers, processors and 
agencies, bo th  p r i v a t e  and governmental , who a s s i s t e d  i n  compi 1  i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  thank a l l  t h e  members o f  my s t a f f ,  w i t h o u t  whose i npu t ,  t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  would be impossib le.  

Respec t fu l l y  submitted, 

/ 
Clyde R.  Churchi 1  1  
Ag r i cu l  t u r a l  Commissioner 
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GRAIN, A BASIC FOUV 

C ~ v ~ ~ n  0 6  t h e  c u e d  g m i m  began ha l ong  ago that t h e h  eaneieht  

k i n tahy  cannot be p inpo in ted  exrzctey. Howeva,  we know t h e y  have b e w  man'h 

moat impott tant dood p&nt h i n c e  t h e  dawn 0 6  k i n tohy .  

kee i m p o m n t  c i v & z d o m  have been dounded on t h e  cuet iv&on and u ~ e  ad 

one oh a n o t h a  06  t h e  c u e d  g d m .  

The e d y  c i v i l i z a t i o m  0 5  Babylonia, Egypt, Gheece, and Rome w m e  b a e d  on 

t h e  ghoCLLing ad wheat, b a e y  and t h e  mieeeb. The a n c i e n t  c&utre~ 0 6  I n d i a ,  

Ckina, and- Japan w m e  b a e d  on t h e  h i c e  chop. The Inca,  EAaya and Aztec c i v i X i z a -  

a2om i n  t h e  nau w o u d  depended on t h e i h  c/ropb 0 6  c.orn. 

Seventy p a c e n t  0 6  t h e  hakvested acheage 0 6  t h e  wohed, apph0~mcLtehj  

1 .6 biRRion a c n u ,  .h un e.d t o  ghow g u n .  

Ghain p h o v i d u  houghly one bald .the d o h i e s  candwned by t h e  wohedh 

p o p W o n .  

I t  can be ghown i n  n e a y  e v m y  coruze~ ad t h e  wohld, g iveh a k i g h  y i e l d  

p a  ache i n  campahinan ulith o t h m  dood choph, and can be htohed campacUy 60h 

long pehioch o 5 Lime. 

The g h a i ~  hmUe a dood no t  ovteq dot  man, bu t  doh animal2 ah w&. They 

m e  unpatLaeeded i n h p o n t a n c e  as dood and deed. Zndun l th id  u n e ~  05  g d n  huch 

a6 l u b h i c d n g  a i l 2  dhom co rn  o i l ,  e t c . ,  &o i m p a m  ghecLt economic v d u e  t o  

gha in  choph . 
kee t h e  g h a i a  we ghow i n  Xhe Un i ted  S m e ~ ,  except  cohn, wehe bhought h u e  

by t h e  e d y  h e t t e e m .  Cohn ~uas  gkown by t h e  lnd iand,  who t a u g k t  t h e  p i o n e a h  

haw f a  c U v a t e  a. 
AX t h e  Xime 0 6  t h e  diut cenaud i n  l b 3 9 ,  corn  p h o d u d o n  wa6 about 1 0  m i l l i o n  

tea. I t  hah h a y h  been o m  Leading g m i n .  

WhecLt w m  d h t  ghown i n  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t u  i n  I602 i n  Mahhachue.&x2 on 

E l i zabe th  l a l and .  

Rice wan h u c c e ~ h ~ u l l y  p lan ted  i n  tk ia coun&ty abocLt 186.5 i n  t h e  Caholinah 

and hemaim a htapL& 0 6  f h e  economy 0 6  t h e  aouth.  



G k n  b o n g h w  m e  b m i c a l l y  a deed gha in  i n  t h e  U d e d   state^, bu t  m e  

hpotLtavzt an a dood aoutrce i n  Adhica and p& 0 6  I n d i a .  

D d n g  t h e  S p a d h  n e i g n  i n  eahey Caeidohnia, v m y  i X t t X e  gha in  wad ghown, 

o d y  enough doh a L L t t l e  ~ L O L V ~  doh domcm2c ude. CaaYle w m e  n o t  "d in inhed" an 
we know them today ,  becaube t h e  on ty  matrhet u m  b a d i c U y  doh t h e  t a l l o w  and k idea ,  

and $he naYive g4ac)beA wae. b u d d i c i e n t  604 tk in . 
A48 oh tkid changed VeRy m p i d e y  w i t h  t h e  ametLican occupa l ion  0 6  Ca t i d -  

o t n i k  and boon wheat became t h e  pkLnc ipa l  expont.  

Tnemendoud tonnage liran gnown n e m  t h e  beapohtd and h i v m  on wh ich  b m g u  

cou ld  nav iga te .  

When t h e  U o a h  e n t m e d  t h e  Sacnamevzto and San Joaquin V a l l e y  i n  t h e  

ecvLey 1870'6, ghainb became C a L i d o / t n d  m j o h  indudZtq .  

I n  T d m e  County t hehe  w m e  a nwnbm 0 6  pioneen d a h m e h ~  who p&nte,d themend- 

oud acheagcu 0 6  g k n  and i n  genmde w m e  tenpon i l i b l e  don he.lping t o  b t a b i t i z e .  

t h e  economy 0 6  t h e  mu .  

Wmehoubeb and gna in  d e v a A o u  b p a n g  up a l l  a4.ong t h e  haiehoadd dnom 

Kngbbwrg on t h e  n o M h  t o  Richgtove on t h e  boufh  & k i n  o m  county.  

Some od i h e  mote ntajoh bk ipp ing  p a i d  at tk in  t h e  i n  TLLeahe County kib.to4y 

w e m  Located at Tf iavm,  T a m a ,  Quail, E a t t i m a h t ,  hepaugh, AngioLa, Lo&, T e r n  

BeeRa, Ducat and O m  jut t o  mention a dw. 

Geonge S fock ton  B m y  60ugh.X 2,000 a c h u  0 6  naCehoad Land i n  1875 j u t  emt 

0 6  t h e  p te~evz t  iown 0 6  L i d b a y .  

B m y  LA cned i ted  u k t h  deveLoping kin ateam engine i n t o  a &actoh and mount- 

i n g  a b t d o n a r r y  t h n e s h m  on 2. T k i n  &owed t h e  g h o w m  t o  do away ulCth t h &  

h o u e  and mule &awn combined h a ~ ~ v e n t m .  Z t  t h e n  became podb ib le  604 a c t w  od 

men t o  huhvest 20 on mohe amen  i n  a dug. Not o n t y  d i d  t h e  bteam combine., h m v e s i  

,the gna in ,  it &o t l v m h e d  Lt, cleaned a, winhawed  t h e  6Xha.w and bagged t h e  

gha in  . 
U h o u g h  TLL4arr.e Couvtty A now one 0 6  t h e  mob$ h i g h l y  d ivehd i ( ie .d  @kming men6 

i n  t h e  w0h4.d~ g n a i n ~  m e  b t i l . !  an impoMan t  pafiR 0 6  o w  ec.onomy and add borne. 40 t o  

50 mL4Rion doUa& a g e m  i o  outr o v e h d l  t o t &  ag)L ic~L4Xwd income. 



I t  a p p e m  c m a i n  t h c t t  g m  utiee c o n t i n u e  t o  be a b a i c  dood bouhce in 

h e l p i n g  t o  deed t h e  w o a h  muetCtuded 604 hundt reh 0 6  y e m  Lo come, jut 

Lt  ha^ b i n c e  t h e  dawn 0 6  h e .  

Lob TuRake, TuRahe County H i s t o h i c a t  Soc ieAy,  Mahch 1978, Fahmm Wohtd, 
Yembooh 0 6  Aghic lLetme 1964, Food 604 UA &, Yeahbook 0 6  A g h i c d t m e  1969. 

STORY PREPARED BY: 

Rogeh E. Brrown, VeplLty C o m m A ~ i o n m  0 6  AghicURtuhe-, TLLeat~e County 



TULARE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL ACREAGE STATISTICS 

ORCHARD BEARING 
ACREAGE 

CITRUS 
G r a ~ e f r u i  t 
~emons 
Limes 
Navels 
Valencias 
Tangerines 

TOTAL 87,428 

DECIDUOUS AND GRAPES 
A1 monds 
Apples 143 
Ap r i co t s  159 
Avocados 554 
Cher r ies  3 7 
F igs  6 2 
Grapes 

Table 24,840 
Ra i s i n  32,650 
Wine 16,148 

K iw i  3 5 
Nectar ines 4,822 
01 i ves 15,724 
Peaches 

C l i n g  1 ,589 
Freestone 2,470 

Pears & Apple Pears 220 
Pecans 2 5 
Persimnons 2 36 
P i s tach ios  Nuts 292 
P l  urns 10,832 
Pomegranates 1,257 
Prunes 4,090 
Quince 65 
Walnuts 26,744 

TOTAL 150,684 

NON-BEARING TOTAL 
ACREAGE ACREAGE 

T o t a l  Grapes 73,638 
To ta l  Orchard Crops 1 64,474 

TOTAL 238,112 15,848 253,960 

Above acreage computed th rough December, 1978 



1977-48 FIELD CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Product ion Val ue 
Acreage Acre To ta l  U n i t  Per Tota l  

U n i t  

Ton 
Ton 

Beans - Dr,y 1978 8,750 
1977 6,000 

Ton 
Ton 

Corn - F i e l d  1978 3,120 
1977 3,272 

Ton 
Ton 

Cot ton - L i n t  1978 214,145 
1977 209,830 

Bale 
Bale 

Cotton - Seed 1978 X 
1977 X 

Ton 
Ton 

Hay - A l f a l f a  1978 75,000 
1977 52,000 

Ton 
Ton 

Grain 1978 6,425 
1977 2,421 

Ton 
Ton 

Oats Ton 
Ton 

Pasture & Range 
I r r i g a t e d  1978 17,000 

1977 11,000 
Acre 
Acre 

Na t i ve  1978 900,000 
1977 900,000 

Acre 
Acre 

Other 1978 3,000 
1977 2,080 

Acre 
Acre 

Rice Ton 
Ton 

Seed Screenings 1978 X 
1977 X 

Ton 
Ton 

S i lage Ton 
Ton 

Sorghum Grain 1978 14,000 
1977 4,100 

Ton 
Ton 

Soybean 1978 6,500 
1977 3,000 

Ton 
Ton 



1977-78 FIELD CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

, - . - . . - - - - . - ... . . . -. - - - - . .- - - - - . - - - - - - - - -- -. - - - - 
Crop Year Harvested Per Produc t ion  Value 

Acreage Acre T o t a l  U n i t  Per To ta l  
U n i t  

Straw 1978 X X 3,915 Ton 25.75 101,000 
1977 X X 2,664 Ton 20.00 53,000 

Sugar Beets 1978 3,530 25.26 89,170 Ton 22.90 2,042,000 
1977 4,421 23.63 104,468 Ton 20.79 2,172,000 

Wheat 1978 23,000 1.11 25,530 Ton 104.50 2,668,000 
1977 20,400 1.21 24,684 Ton 77.70 1,918,000 

M i  s c e l l  aneous 1978 31 9 X X X X 56,800 
1977 272 X X X X 70,000 

To ta l  1978 1,373,609 
*I977 1,287,235 

A/  Y i e l d  per  acre  i n  pounds l i n t ,  p roduc t i on  t o t a l  i n  480 l b s .  n e t  weight  bales, - 
u n i t  va lue  i n  d o l l a r s  per  l i n t  hundredweight. 

* Revised 



SEED CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 1977-78 

C r o ~  Year Harvested Per Product ion Value 
Acreage Acre To ta l  U n i t  Per Tota l  

U n i t  

Bar ley - Registered 
o r  C e r t i f i e d  1978 505 1.98 1,000 Ton 103.55 104,000 

1977 8 3 2.83 235 Ton 95.00 22,300 

Beans - Blackeye #5 
Registered o r  1978 396 .52 206 Ton 600.00 124,000 
C e r t i f i e d  1977 346 .86 298 Ton 550.00 1 64,000 

Cotton - Registered 

!Y 1978 4,397 X 1,900 Ton 136.18 259,000 
1977 X X X X X X 

Vegetables f o r  
Seed 1978 501 X X X X 41 1,000 

1977 41 0 X X X X 21 2,000 

Wheat - Registered 
o r  C e r t i f i e d  1978 507 1.19 603 Ton 110.00 66,300 

1977 264 2.38 628 Ton 82.00 51,500 

M i  scel 1 aneous 1978 130 X X X X 36,400 
1977 X X X X X X 

Tota l  1978 2,039 1,001,000 
1977 1,103 450,000 

A/ Not inc luded i n  t o t a l  acreage f o r  "Seed Crops" - 



1977-78 VEGETABLE CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Product ion Val ue 
Acreage Acre To ta l  U n i t  Per Tota l  

U n i t  

Asparagus 1978 
1977 

181 Ton 1,172.55 212,000 
24 2 Ton 691.00 167,000 

Beans - Green 
Processed 1978 

1977 
4,220 Ton 182.00 768,000 
4,438 Ton 164.00 728,000 

Caul i f l  ower 1978 
1977 

13,200 Ton 359.004,739,000 
7,500 Ton 270.00 2,025,000 

Corn - Sweet 1978 
1977 

1,070 Ton 176.00 188,000 
358 Ton 160.00 57,300 

Cucumbers - Fresh 1978 
1977 

2,330 Ton 346.40 807,000 
1,694 Ton 244.00 413,000 

Melons - Misc. 
V a r i e t i e s  1978 

1977 
6,860 Ton 14.1.35 970,000 
4,928 Ton 114.00 562,000 

Watermel ons 1978 
1977 

3,430 Ton 98.25 337,000 
1,554 Ton 65.00 101,000 

Peppers - B e l l  1978 
1977 

270 Ton 272.00 73,400 
648 Ton 306.00 198,000 

7,070 Ton 154.00 1,089,000 
2,893 Ton 147.71 427,000 

Pimento 2,090 Ton 160.00 334,000 
900 Ton 140.00 126,000 

Tomatoes - Fresh 1978 
1977 

13,260 Ton 379.40 5,031,000 
20,169 Ton 566.25 11,421,000 

Processed 1978 
1977 

4,800 Ton 53.80 258,000 
32,186 Ton 55.00 1,770,000 

M i  s c e l l  aneous 
Vegetables 1978 

1977 

---- 
Tota l  1978 10,675 18,341,000 

1977 8,695 19,493,000 

* Revised 
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1977-78 FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Produc t ion  Val ue 
Acreage Acre Tota l  U n i t  Per To ta l  

U n i t  

Oranges - Navel 1975 58,047 6.86 303,350 Ton 296.00 89,792,000 
1977 58,736 8.43 359,380 Ton 204.25 * 73,403,000 

Processed 1978 X X 95,910 Ton 45.00 4,275,000 
1977 X X 135,630 Ton 24.55 * 3,330,000 

Valencia 1978 23,565 9.05 149,770 Ton 320.00 47,926,000 
1977 23,895 8.88 144,560 Ton 211.72 *30,606,000 

Processed 1978 X X 63,610 Ton 55.00 3,499,000 
1977 X X 67,620 Ton 50.20 * 3,395,000 

Peaches - C l  i ng 
Processed 1978 1,589 8.10 12,870 Ton 135.00 1 ,737,000 

1977 1,788 8.50 15,198 Ton 115.00 1,748,000 

Freestone-Fresh 1978 2,470 9.60 23,710 Ton 553.00 13,112,000 
1977 2,535 9.83 24,919 Ton 431.00 10,74C),000 

Pears & Apple Pears 1978 220 4.48 986 Ton 820.00 809,000 
1977 202 4.50 909 Ton 561 -00 51 0,000 

Persimmons 1978 236 7.53 1,780 Ton 654.00 1.1 64,000 
1977 236 8.13 1,919 Ton 352.00 ti7 5,000 

P i s tach io  Nuts 1978 292 200.00 58,400 Lbs. 2.55 149,900 
(Dry W t .  ) 1977 2351,288.00 303,000 Lbs. 1 .05 31 8,000 

Plums - Fresh 1978 10,832 6.75 73,120 Ton 497.00 36,341 ,000 
1977 10,871 6.97 75,771 Ton 405.00 30,687,000 

Pomegranates 1978 1,257 4.84 6,080 Ton 476.90 2,894,000 
1977 1,153 4 .O1 4,624 Ton 397.00 1 ,836,000 

Prunes - Processed 1978 4,090 2.40 9,820 Ton 580.00 5,696,r)QO 
1977 4,493 2.45 11,008 Ton 430.00 4,733,000 

Qu i nce 1978 6 5 4.29 279 Ton 660.00 1 84,000 
1977 65 8.78 571 Ton 250.00 143,000 

Tangerines aJ 1978 1,661 6.25 10,380 Ton 334.00 3,467 ,r)00 
1977 1,662 7.00 11,634 Ton 380.00 4,421 ,000 

* Revised 



1977-78 FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Produc t ion  Value 
Acreage Acre To ta l  U n i t  Per To ta l  

U n i t  

Walnuts 1978 26,744 .99 26,480 Ton1,160.00 30,717,000 
1977 24,377 1.27 30,959 Ton 686.00 21,238,000 

M i  sce l  1 aneous 1978 222 X X X X 740,000 
1977 172 X X X X 467,000 

Tota l  1978 238,162 464,597,000 
1977 * 233,632 * 373,467,000 

a/ - Includes Tangelos and Tangors 

b/ Inc ludes  Bushberr ies, Cherr ies,  F igs,  K iw i ,  Limes, Pecans, Processed Nectar ines,  - 
Processed Ap r i co t s  , Processed Peaches , Processed P l  urns, and St rawber r ies  . 

* Revised 

1977-78 NURSERY PRODUCTS: SALES AND VALUE 

- 

Year Q u a n t i t y  U n i t  Per To ta l  
Sold U n i t  

C i t r u s  and Subt rop ica l  1978 54,500 
1977 52,000 

Each 
Each 

Deciduous F r u i t  and 1978 1,208,800 
Nut t r ees  1977 726,000 

Each 
Each 

Grape & Berry  Vines 1978 5,501,400 
1977 3,161,000 

Herbaceous Ornamental s & 1978 X 
Cut Flowers 1977 X 

Vegetabl e and Flower 1978 62,000 
P lan ts  i n  F l a t s  1977 64,500 

F l a t s  
F l a t s  

Ornamental Trees & Shrubs 1978 585,600 
1977 490,400 

Each 
Each 

M i  scel  1 aneous 

* Revised 
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1977-78 LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY: PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

.-- -- 
Value 

U n i t  Per Tota l  
U n i t  

Year No. o f  To ta l  
Head L iveweight  

C a t t l e  & Calves 1978 31 6,000 
1977 259,040 

Head 
Head 

Lambs Lb. 
Lb. 

Sheep Lb. 
Lb. 

Hogs & Pigs 1978 47,215 
1977 26,300 

Head 
Head 

B r o i l e r s  & Fryers 1978 4,309,000 
1977 5,304,000 

Lb. 
Lb. 

Other Chic kens 1978 64,100 
1977 65,000 

Lb. 
Lb. 

- P u l l  e t s  Each 
Each 

Turkeys Lb. 
Lb. 

C a t f i s h  Lb. 
Lb . 

M i  scel  1 aneous 
Chicks - Pou l t s  1978 X 
Rabbits 1977 X 
Goats - Worms 

Tota l  

* Revised 



1977-78 LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Val ue 
I tem Year Production U n i t  Per Total  

U n i t  

M i  1 k - Market 

Manufacturing 1978 75,800 
1977 256,000 

Eggs-Chicken-Market 1978 3,495,000 
1977 2,062,000 

M i  scel 1 aneous 

C w t  . 10.050 144,810,000 
C w t  . 9.544 134,208,000 

C w t  . 9.04 685,000 
C w t  . 8.82 2 ,258 ,000 

Doz . .473 1,653,000 
Doz . .494 1,019,000 

Total 

1977-78 APIARY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Val ue 
Item Year Production U n i t  Per Total  

Honey - Orange 1978 1,330,000 Lb. 
1977 800,000 Lb. 

Other 

Beeswax 

1978 700,000 Lb. 
1977 800,000 Lb. 

1978 35,000 Lb. 
1977 30,000 Lb. 

Pol 1 i na t i on  a/ 1978 35,000 Colony 
1977 32,000 Colony 

a/ From Bee Colonies reg is te red  i n  Tulare County - 

- 

Total 



SUMMARY 

COMMODITY 

F I E L D  CROPS 

SEED CROPS 

VEGETABLE CROPS 

F R U I T  AND NUT CROPS 

NURSERY PRODUCTS 

L I V E S T O C K  & POULTRY 

L I V E S T O C K  & POULTRY 
PRODUCTS 

A P I A R Y  PRODUCTS 

YEAR - VALUE 
a- 

- 

TOTAL 

* Revised 



1978 --- ---- MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCTS ---- 

1978 Ranking 

Grapes 
M i l k  
Oranges - Navels 
C a t t l e  & Calves 
Cot ton  - L i n t  & Seed 
Oranges - Va lenc ia  
P l  urns 
Wal nu ts  
A l f a l f a  - Hay 
Nec ta r i nes  
Peaches - Freestone & C l i n g  
01 i v e s  
Turkeys 
Pas tu re  & Range 
Bar1 ey 
Almonds 
Lemons 
S i l a g e  
Prunes 
Tomatoes 
Hogs P1 Pigs  
B r o i l e r s  & F r ye rs  
Caul i f l  ower 
Tanger ines 
Nursery  - Deciduous Nut  & F r u i t  Trees 
Pomegranates 
Beans- Dry 
Wheat 
Sorghum Gra in  
Sugar Beets 
Nursery  - Ornamental Trees & Shrubs 
Chicken Eggs - Market  
P u l l  e t s  
R i  ce  
Soybean 
Nursery  - Grape & Be r r y  Vines 
Persimmons 
Avocados 
Peppers - C h i l i  

1977 Ranking 

1 
2 
4 
5 
3 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
12 
2 1 
13 
14 
19 
1 n ** 
15 
17 
11 
24 
16 
2 6 
2 0 
2 7 
2 9 
2 2 
2 8 ** 
2 5 
3 2 
35 
3 1 ** 
** 
** 
** 
33 ** 

** Reported a t  l e s s  than  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  1977. 



TWENTY YEARS COMPARISON OF AGRICLlLTllRAL INCOME I N  TULARE COUNTY --. 

1958- 1978 

* R e v i s e d  


