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In accordance with the provisions of Section 2272 & 2279 of the California Agncultural Code, I am pleased 
to submit the Annual Crop Report of the acreage, production, and valuation of the agricultural commodi~es 
produced in Tulare County dunng calendar year 1996. This report IS the resuit of information gathered 
from many sources, and as always, k must be emphasized that the f~gures represent aross returns to the 
producer and do not ~ndicate actual net profit. 

Aithough several commodity groups remained relatively unchanged from last year, milk and milk products 
increased in value by an eye-popping $143 million dollars. This improvement was due, in part, to a price 
rlse of two dollars per hundred weight. 

Gross revenues for fruit and nut crops showed marginal improvement from last year with less than a seven 
million dollar gain over 1995. A relatively wet spring again impacted early varieties, but mid and late 
season volumes more than offset those declines. Again this year, the diversity of Tulare County's 
agricultural base over-came obstacles; from reduced prices in some categories, to lower yields in others. 

As noted, the dairy industry made notable gains to lead this yeats report. This, combined with improved 
field crop and nursery revenues, enabled us to report the second consecutive record year with gross 
receipts totalling $2,805,452,000. 

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the many producers, processors and agencies, both private 
and governmental, who assisted in compiling this report. I would also like to thank all the members of my 
staff, particularly Bob Chitton, R. Dennis Haines, and Valerie Williams whose input and hard work have 
made the publication of this report possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 

2500 Burrel Ave V~dta. CA 9329 14584 Phone (209) 733-639 1 Fax (209) 733-6568 



Tulare County's Citrus Industry 

by Joel Nelsen, President California Citrus Mutual 

For more years than most of us care to remember, the words "Tulare County" have been 
synonymous with fresh citrus - more specifically oranges. While Flor~da is recognized as 
the number one orange-producing state in the Nation, Tulare County can proudly hold its' 
head high as no one county produces more fresh oranges than this great area. 

It all started around 1856 in the Porterville area. This inltlal plantrng has leapfrogged to an 
industry consisting of 100,OO plus acres and 53 packinghouses. Today, over 10,000 
employees work at harvesting and packing the brightly colored fruit. Another 2,000 or so 
are selllng, transporting, invoic~ng, managing, and fixing; which enables this nutritious 
piece of fruit to reach consumers around the world. 

Today, our fruit not only reaches every corner of the United States, but also is shipped to 
more that 29 countries. Creating the product and supporting the jobs is the business of 
approximately 2,000 growers in Tulare County. As mentioned earlier, these farmers are 
working on over 100,000 acres which encompass at least 12 million trees. Each tree is 
producing approximately 600 oranges, leading to a grand total of 7.2 billion preces of fruit. 

And while each farmer is doing hislher best to produce those 7.2 billion pieces of fruit, the 
tree is emitting 150 gallons of oxygen per day. Being evergreen year round, our industry 
is the dominant oxygen producer in the County. These trees, and therefore our County 
growers, are producing 1.8 billion gallons of oxygen per day. Multiply that by 365 days! 

The value of last year's crop was $459,844,000. But for each carton of fruit packed we 
can add another $4.50 in value for wages at the packinghouse. We can add 
transportation costs. We can discuss the purchasing power of that revenue and what it 
means to every coffee shop, car dealer, or any other retailer in the County. Our growers, 
these trees, that fruit, support dock workers in Long Beach and Oxnard. This revenue 
makes house payments and pays taxes. 

And to think it starts each Spring with a fragrant orange blossom that fills the air with a 
wonderful scent that eventually becomes a bright orange hue against a deep green 
background. And, as the season reaches its peak, approximately 1,500 - 2,000 trucks 
per week, each loaded with 1,000 cartons, are leaving the County spreading the bountiful 
production that we in Tulare County can boast as being the best on Earth. 
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ORCHARD 
CROPS 

CITRUS 
Grapefruit & Pummelos 

Lemons 
Limes 
Navels 
Valencias 
Tangennes 

TOTAL 
DECIDUOUS AND 
GRAPES 

Almonds 
Apples 
Apricots 
Avocados 
Cherries 
Figs 
Grapes 

Raisin 
Table 
Wine 

K~w~fruit 
Nectarines 
Olives 
Peaches 

Cling 
Freestone 

Pears & As~an Pears 
Pecans 
Persimmons 
Pistachio Nuts 
Plums 
Pomegranates 
Prunes 
Quince 
Walnuts 
Miscellaneous A/ 

TOTAL 

Total Grapes 
Total Orchard Crops 

GRAND TOTAL 

TULARE COUNTY 
AGRICULTURAL ACREAGE 

STATISTICS 

BEARING 
ACREAGE 

NON-BEARING 
ACREAGE 

TOTAL 
ACREAGE 

A/ Includes: Black Walnuts, Chestnuts, Dates. Grape Rootstock. GuavdFeijoa, Jojoba, and Plumcot. 



Field Crops 

Although the yield for cotton (lint and seed) improved, the drop in acreage and price resulted in a 
9% revenue decline from 1995. Corn silage, alfalfa (hay and silage), and small grain silage 
increased almost 40 million dollars in revenue over 1995 and should continue to rise as the dairy 
industry expands. 

Production Value 
Harvested Per Per 

Year Acreage Acre T U  U d t  Total 

Silage @ 96,100 Ton 27.00 2,595,Om 
85,800 Ton 25.50 2,188,OW 

Beans - ury 1998 O,ZC 
1995 12,9C 

k96 97,500 2ZI.m ,242,000 Ton B.[X) 49,324,000 
r95 71,200 20.80 33,W,LQQ 

Seed 1996 X X 88,200 Ton 1 82.00 16,052,000 
1995 )F )3 @+l.@ f W t  174 00 16,199,088 

SiJage - Small Grain 
Is-- 

X X Acre 12.00 7,380,Om 
)O X l4 Acre I1 .a0 6,765,Om 

Sugar Bee@ 1996 2,428 27.00 65,300 fbn 37.00 2,416,000 
1995 2,006 35.20 70,600 Ton 35.50 2,506,000 



Field Crops continued 

Miscellaneous D/ 

Production Value 
Harvested Per Per 

Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total 

138,000 Ton 178.00 24,564,O 

T 0.00 

1996 1 9  X X X X 2,869,000 
1995 r( X X X 6,171,000 

A/ Green weight basis. 
B/ Yield per acre in pounds lint, production total in 4@5 lbs. net weight bales, unit value in dollars per lint hundredweight. - 
CI Includes: Barley. Oats, and Winter Forage. - 
Dl Includes: Bean Screenings &Straw. Garbanzo Beans, Oat Grain, Oat Hay. Rye Grain, Safflower, Straw, and Sudan Grass. - 

Seed Crops 

18% overall increase in acreage contributed to a $669,000 increase in total revenue. 

Production Value 
Harvested Per Per 

Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total 

Cotton - Registered 1996 3,071 X 2,870 Ton 271.00 778,000 
or GatZifid 4( 1885 5.6%' X 471 Tm 43Z.00 20s,QQO 

Miscellaneous GI 1996 795 X X X X 71 1,000 
1995 571 X X 614,000 

A/ Not included in total acreage for "Seed Crops". 
B1 Includes $30 per acre approval. - 
CI Includes: Alfalfa. Barley, Blackeye Cow Peas. Broccoli, Lettuce, Oats, Onlons, and Triiicale. - 



Vegetable Crops 

Winter & Spring rains again disrupted planting slightly. A small decrease in acreage and prlce in 
most categories resulted in an 11% decline in total revenue. 

ProdUcHan Value 
Harvested Per Per 

Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total 

Cauliflowel 1996 803 4.63 3,720 Ton 470.00 1,748,000 
1995 $354 4.43 4,250 Tan 564.00 2,397,000 

Sweet Corn 1 
I 1 

omatoes - Fresh 620 13.10 8,120 Ton 535.00 4,344,000 
434 13.00 5,640 Ton 663.00 3,739,000 

Al Include% hswqw+a, Arkhokes, W, B@&n, , hotus, CMlote, G-loupe, Carrots, Chayote, ClCPhtro, 
Cucumbers, DIII, Daikon, Eggplant. Garlic, Gourds, Herbs, Honeydew Melons. Mushrooms, Leliuce, Okra. On~ons. Orfental 
Vegetables, Parsley. Peanuts. Peas(Englsh Sugar). Peppers, Potatoes. Pumphns. Radtshes, Spinach, Squash, Sugar Cane, 

I Tarragon, Tomatillos. Tomatoes (processed), Turnips, and Watermelons. 

Industrial Crops 

Price and total production were consistent with previous years. 

Reporting Production Value 
Year Total Unit Per Unit Total 

- ---- 
imber Hafvested A/ Board Ft. 0.334 3,531,000 

Boar= n 371-1 1 qi~nnn 

;4r Prev~ous year's production 8 value based on information provided by T~mber Tax D~v~sion, Property Taxes Dept , State Board 
bf Equalization. 

&Includes: Biomass. Fire Wood, and Walnut Stumps. 



Fruit and Nut Crops 

Record m ~ d  and late season yields for peaches, nectarines, and plums, resulted in a slight overall 
increase in total revenue - this despite a decrease in price for nectarines and plums. This was a 
challenging year for citrus. Unusual weather, a sporadic bloom period, and fruit quality problems 
compounded the marketing. Nut crop acreage increased in all categories. Yields were reduced 
for walnuts and pecans, although overall value for all nut crops increased $23,569,000. 

Production Value 
Ha~ested Per Per 

Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total 

Almonds - Meats 
I 

,400 Ton 4,480.00 46,592,000 
4,280 Ton 4,780.00 20,458,000 

i on  i,u 

Avocados 1996 805 3.85 3,100 Ton 876.00 2,716,000 
1995 a@ 5.43 4,840 Ton 560.00 2,710,000 

. .  ~ 

'% . ' 9 . . .  
1995 ~- 932 g: : ; E m  - ~ 

otal 1 
1 

Canned 
1 

X 20,700 Ton 2 3 5,1@6t 
X A 2 1 , m  Ton 2wa.rrS 

Dried B/ 1996 X X 34,200 Ton 1,040.00 35,568,080 
1995 X X $1,900 Ton 930.00 29,667,000 

Table Varieties 1996 26,863 7.72 X X X X 
1995 26,390 9.78 X X X X 

Fresh 1996 X X 165,000 Ton 1,290.00 21 2,850,000 
1995 X X 203,000 Ton 1,040.00 21 1,120,000 

5 



Fruit and Nut Crops continued 

ProdUCtlon Value 
Hawested Per Per 

Y m  Acreage AN* Total Unit Unit Total 

.. 
raperrun - tresn &! I! 

I! 

L u m m  - Fresh 

- - - -  

Nectarines - Fresh 

Processed 

,000 Ton 288.w 
,000 Ton 231.a 

Freestone - Fresh 1 ! 
1 ! 

6.29 69,100 TO~I 8 
9.52 97,600 Tan 7 



Fruit and Nut Crops continued 

Harveste 
Y e u  Acreage 

Pecans 

Pistachio Nuts 

Production Value 
r Per 

Iota1 'Jnit Unit Total 

ran* .f," 
ron 1.g:;; ~:E:;G 

.223 Ton 1,280.00 257,000 
Ton 2,620.00 2,237,000 

Ton 2,730.00 10,811,000 
Ton 2,670.00 18,583,000 

Pomegranates 1 
1 

Fresh X X 944 Ton 1,240.00 1,171,000 
X X 1 Ton 1,780.00 3,026,000 

Tangerines F/ 
8 """ 

Aiscellaneous G/ 
r -9.d 

A/ Includes green weight raisins for distillery materials and juice pack. - 
B/ A combined value reflecting free and reserve tonnage. - 
C/ Include% Purnrnelos and Hybrids. - 
Dl Dty weigM basis. - 
U Green weigM basis. - 
FI Includes: Tangelos and Tangors. - 
GI Includes: Bushberries, Figs, GuavaIFeijoa. Jojoba. Limes. Plumcds. Processed Fruits (Nwtarines. Peaches, Pears, and - 
Plums), and Strawberries. 



Nursery Products 

Dramatic increases in producing acres of ornamental plants, citrus and subtropical trees 
contributed to an increase of 52% in total revenue above that of 1995. 

Quantlty Sold 

Deciduous Fruit and 
Not TFees 

Value 
n-- Unit 

Foliage Plants 8 Cut 1996 
Ftewers 1995 

1 844 000 Each 7.38 13;609,000 
- 

Miscellaneous 8/ 

- 

1996 43,399,000 
1995 

8/  Irt~kdm &mtW, Cihus (W, Guttin@ d &ions), Cllrlstfm% Trims, Wound Cwas, I rW, Lan*apg Q l i  Trms, Palm - 
T r e e  Turf. and Vegetable & Flower Plants In Flats. 

Apiary 

Due to variable nectar sources one can expect honey production to fluctuate from year to year. 

3,523,001 Lb. .89 m, 
2,884,001 

Pollination B/ 

rn 

Value 
Total - Unit Per Unit Total 

A/ From bee colonies regstere6 in Tulare county durlng 1988 cltrus bloom perloa. 
B/ Estrmated number of colonlea required for adequate pollination. - 

Lb. .66 5,166,000 



Livestock and Poultry 

Cattle and calf prices have steadily declined since the all-time high in 1993. On the positive side, 
dairy expansion has fueled increases in cow inventories to offset the price decline. Hog and pig 
numbers have also slightly increased. 

No. of 
Year Head 

Total Value 
Lightweight Unit Per Unit Total 

Cattle & Calves 1996 371,000 X Head 618.00 229,278,000 
1 E W  m,m X Head --2,478,OOC 

ogs & Pig 1996 278,000 X Head 117.00 32,526,OM 
1995 2W,OOO X Head W.30 24,291,04 

iscellaneous A/ 1996 X X X X 19,628,OOC 
1995 $4 It IP at T0,I 52,OOC 

N Includes: Aquacuhur6. Bensflclal Organisms. Chickens, Escargot, Fmh Bait. Gamebirds, Goats, Pet Food, Pigeons, Pullefs. - 
Rabbis, Sheep and Turkey Br&rs. 

Livestock and Poultry Products 

Milk continues to be the County's lmding commodity, as it has been for the last eight years. A 
dramatic price improvement in milk, and a moderate production increase, combined to fuel a 143 
m~llion dollar rise in gross receipts. 

,V-r Production 
Value 

Per Unit 

Milk - Madset 996 C2,022,000 Cwt, t 3.42 698,135,000 
$995 419,429,000 C W ~ .  11.48 567,445,000 

Miscellaneous &r 1996 
1995 

a/ Iiictut3es: Batt~rnu rwl t ry Manurpl. 
B/ Includes: Turkey Hatching Eggs, Chicken Eggs (Market 8 Hatching), Goat M i I l q , I J ~ .  - 



SUMMARY 

HARVESTED 
ACREAGE COMMODITY 

FIELD CROPS 

SEED CROPS 

YEAR VALUE 

VEGETABLE CROPS 

INDUSTRIAL CROPS 

FRUIT AND NUT CROPS 

NURSERYPRODUCTS 

APIARY PRODUCTS 1996 
1995 

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 1996 
1995 

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 1996 
PRODUCTS 1995 

GRAND TOTAL 



MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCTS 

1996 Ranking 

1. Milk 
2. Grapes 
3. Oranges-Navel & Valencia 
4. Came & Calves 
5. Cotton - Lint & Seed 
6. Nectarines 
7. Plums 
8. Alfalfa - Hay & Silage 
9. Olives 
10. Peaches - Cling & Freestone 
11. Com - Grain & Silage 
12. Almonds 
13. Walnuts 
14. Hogs & Pigs 
15. Nursery - Ornamental Trees & Shrubs 
16. Tangerines 
17. Wheat - Grain & Seed 
18. Lemons 
19. Grapefruit 
20. Silage - Small Grain 
21. Prunes 
22. Kiwifruit 
23. Pasture & Range 
24. Turkeys 
25. Pistachlo Nuts 
26. Snap Beans - Fresh 
27. Apples. 
28. Barley 
29. Persimmons 
30. Honey 
31. Manure 
32. Com - sweet 
33. Apricots 
34. Pears & As~an Pears 
35. Nursery - Deciduous Fruit & Nut Trees 
36. Cherries 
37. Nursery - Citrus & Subtropical Trees 
38. Tomatoes 
39. Beans - Dry 
40. Pomegranates 
41. T~mber Harvested 
42. Nursery - Grape & Berry Vines 
43. Avocados 
44. Sugar Beets 
45. Broccoli 
46. Sorghum Grain 
47. Pollination 
48. Cauliflower 
49. Quince 
50. Nursery - Foliage Plants & Cut Flowers 

1995 Ranking 



TWENTY YEAR COMPARISON OF AGRICULTURE 
INCOME IN TULARE COUNTY 

1977-1 996 



Tulare County - 1996 
Total Value $2,805,452,000 

Apiary & Misc. 
1% 

Livestock Prods. 1 
25% A 

12% Vegetables 
2% 

History of Key Commodities 

$800,000,000 

$700,000,000 

$600,000,000 

$500,000,000 cattle 

$400,000,000 Grapes 

$300,000,000 Oranges 

$200,000,000 

$1 00,000,000 

0 





COUNTRY 

1 .  Japan 
2. Taiwan 
3. Philippines 
4. Republic of Korea 
5. Canada 
6. Mexico 
7. Australia 
8. Indonesia 
9. New Zealand 
10. United Kingdom 

TOTAL 

Amer~can Samoa 
Argentina 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Belgium 
Belize 
Bermuda 
Brazil 
British Columbia 
Bulgaria 
Cambodia 
Canada 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 
Fiji 
Finland 
France 
French Polynesia 
Germany 

1996 PRODUCE EXPORTS 
TOP TEN COUNTRIES 

# CONTAINERS CERTIFIED 
PHYTOSANITARY 

CERT. ISSUED 

COUNTRIES RECEIVING 
TULARE COUNTY PRODUCE IN 1996 

Greece 
Grenada 
Guam 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Honduras 
Hong Kong 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Jordan 
Malaysia 
Malta 
Mexico 
Netherlands 
Netherlands Antilles 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peoples Rep. of China 

Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Puerto Rico 
Republic of Korea 
Russian Federation 
Saudi Arabia 
Singapore 
Slovenia 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Thailand 
Trinidad & Tobago 
United Arab Emirates 
United Kingdom 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Vietnam 



TULARE COUNTY SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL 
REPORTING 

Pest Program Scope 

COUNTY BIOLOGICAL CONTROL 
Ash Whitefly Parasltlc Wasp Upon demand 

Upon demand 
Encarsla lnaron -- 
Ladybird Beetle 
Cleitostethus 

Comstock Mealybug 
Pseudococc us corn stock^ 

Paras~tic Wasps 
Pseudaphycus 
Allotropa burrell1 

Cottony-Cush~on Scale 
Icewa purchas~ 

Parasltlc Fly 
Crvptochetum a 
Vedal~a Beetle 

2 sites 

2 sites 

Seed Head Weevll 
Rh~nocvlus conlcus 

Upon demand 

2 sites 

3 sites 

Itallan Thlstle 
Carduus pvcnocepha lus 

M~lk Thistle 
Sllybum marlanum 

Seed Head Weevil 
Rh~noc~lus conlcus 

Mulberry Whitefly 
Tetraleurodes p& 

Ladyb~rd Beetle 
Delphast us + 

Puncture V~ne 
Trlbulus terrestrls -- 

Seed & Stem Weevils 
Microlarinus lareynii 
Microlarinus kpriformis 

Upon demand 

Russlan Th~stle 
Salsola australls -- 

Casebearer Moth 
Coleophora kl~mesch~ella 

Upon demand 

S~lverleaf Whttef 
Bemes~a arclentifaha 

Paras~t~c Wasps 
Eretmocerus spp 

1 site 

Western Grapeleaf 
Skeleton~zer 
Harrlslna 

Vlrus collection for CDFA 
B~ologlcal Control Lab 

Upon demand 

Yellow Star Th~stle 
Centaurea solstrtlalls 

Flower Head Weevil 2 sltes 

3 sites 

1 slte 
~haetore l l~a spp 

COUNTY PEST ERADICATION 
P~nk Bollworm 
Pect~nophora qossvpiella 

Mechan~caV Host Free 
Per~od 

110,900 acres 
6 growers c~ted 

COUNTY PEST EXCLUSION 
C~trus Tr~steza V~rus Wholesale 2 rejwt iod 

destroyed 

Ozonlum Root Rot 1 rejection1 
destroyed 

Quackgrass 1 rejectlod 
recond~t~onedi 
destroyed 

ORGANIC FARMING STATISTICS 
Estimated Acres 

3,000 
Crops 
Crtrus, Grapes, Herbs, KiwHru~t, and Tree Fru~t 



A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

The high quality printing of the 1996 Tulare County Agricultural Crop and Livestock Report was 
made possible by the generous contributions of the Citrus Growers, and handlers listed below. 
Without their support, and that of California Citrus Mutual (particularly Joel Nelsen and Shann 
Blue who coordinated the effort) the publication of such a report would not have been possible. 

Cal-Citrus Packing Co. 
11 1 North Mt. Vernon 
P. 0. Box 489 
Lindsay, CA 93247 

Central Valley Citrus 
9289 Clemens Road 
P. 0. Box 120 
Terra Bella, CA 93270 

Exeter Citrus Assn. 
901 Rocky Hill Drive 
Exeter, CA 93221 

Golden State Packers 
19743 Avenue 344 
P. 0. Box 697 
Woodlake, CA 93286 

Golden Valley Citrus 
P. 0. Box L 
Strathmore. CA 93267 

Goodel Packing Corp. 
P. 0. Box 10240 
Terra Bella, CA 93270 

Grand View Heights 
Citrus 
9600 Road 256 
P. 0. Box 10055 
Terra Bella, CA 93270 

Jasmine Packing 
440 S. Anchor 
Orange Cove, CA 93646 

Kaweah Citrus Assn. 
23458 Road 236 
P. 0. Box 44040 
Lemon Cove, CA 93244 

Klink Citrus Assn. 
32921 Road 159 
P. 0. Box 188 
Ivanhoe, CA 93235 

LoBue Brothers, Inc. 
201 S. Sweet Brier 
Lindsay, CA 93247 

Mayflower-Tulare County 
Lemon Assn. 
P. 0. Box 1169 
Porterville, CA 93258 

Millwood Packing, Inc. 
12201 Avenue 480 
Orange Cove, CA 93646 

Pandol Brothers Packing 
41870 Fruitvale Road 
P. 0. Box 67 
Orosi. CA 93647 

Portenrille Citrus Inc. 
142 West Olive 
Porterville, CA 93257 

Sierra Citrus Assn. 
715 E., Tulare Road 
P.O. Box 2800 
Lindsay, CA 93247 

Stark Packing Corp. 
2281 7 Avenue 196 
P. 0. Box 127 
Strathmore, CA 93267 

Suntreat Growers & 
Shippers 
391 N. Oxford 
P. 0. Box 850 
Lindsay, CA 93247 

Tri Citrus 
23744 Avenue 181 
Porterville, CA 93257 

Tri County Citrus Assn. 
121 43 Avenue 456 
Orange Cove, CA 93646 

Visalia Citrus Packing 
Group 
P. 0. Box 2800 
Visalia, CA 93279 

Paramount Citrus Assn. 
36445 Road 172 
Ivanhoe, CA 93235 




