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In accordance with the provisions of Section 2779 of the California Agricultural. 
Code. I am pleased to submit the Annual Agricultural Crop Report of the acreage, 
production and valuation of' the agricultural comnodities produced in 'blare County ,I 
during the calendar year 1984. C 

This report is the result of lnf'ormation gathered from many sources, and as always, 
! 
; p 

it rmst be enphaslzed that the figures are gross returns to the producer and do not;, 
indicate actual net profit. - #  i 

I wish to express sincere appreciation to all the producers, processors and 
agencies, both private and govermtal, who assisted in compiling this report. 
would also like to thank all the members of rqy swf, without whose input, the 
publication of this report would be Impossible. 

RespectFully submitted, 

Clyde R. Churchill 
Agricultural Comnissioner/Sealer 
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WHAT ARE AVOCADOS? 

?he avocado belongs t o  the laurel  family, which includes cinnamon, camphor, and 
sassafras. Most cultivated species are  native t o  Mexico and Central or South 
America; a few of today's comnercial variet ies  were brought t o  California 
directly from thei r  native areas, but most originated as chance seedlings from 
trees derived from original imports. There are  three general types (races) of 
avocados: Mexican, Guatemalan, and West Indian. The large, old seedling trees 
growing i n  the San Joaquin Valley a re  ei ther  Mexican or Mexican hybrids. 

?he usually smooth, thin-skinned, green or black f r u i t  from Mexican race trees 
ripens 5 t o  8 months a f t e r  blossoming i n  April. Flavor may be good, but In most 
cases the small-sized f r u i t  has thin skin resulting in easy bruising and poor 
shipping quality. Because they also have a large seed, these f r u i t s  a re  usually 
undesirable f o r  market. Mexican race trees have more cold resistance than trees 
of other races. When crushed, the i r  leaves have a characteristic anise odor. 
Zutano and Susan a re  the principal Mexican race variet ies  i n  !Mare County. 

Bees  of the Guatemalan race tend t o  bear larger frult  with thicker and rougher 
skin than those of the Mexican race. They are more susceptible to f ros t ,  and 
leaves of the cultivated variet ies  do not have an anise scent. The f r u i t  ripens 
1 4  t o  17 months a f t e r  blossoming. Hass i s  the major Guatemalan variety grown In 
southern California. 

More than 600 named variet ies  of avocados have been grown in  California, but only 
a few proved satisfactory for  comnercial planting and many former leading 
varieties have been replaced by better ones. Because of the f ros t  hazard In the 
San Joaquin Valley, comnercial avocado production is restricted t o  f a l l  maturing 
Mexican or Mexican hybrid groups presently grown in climatic requirements similar 
t o  lemons, but they tolerate less  wind. 

Zutano bears fruit 2 or  3 years a f t e r  planting and is i n  f u l l  bearing In 6 t o  7 
years. A consistent annual producer, Zutano cannot withstand more than an hour 
or two a t  25OF without sustaining considerable flower and bud damage. ?he 
smooth, pear-shaped f r u i t  is l igh t  green i n  color, and f a i r  i n  quality. 

Susan, l i ke  Zutano, comes in to  bearing early. The dark green, pear-shaped f r u i t  
ripens about 2 weeks ea r l i e r  than Zutano. Susan is more f ros t  resistant than 
Zutano. Fruit  quality is fair and trees tend to have an al ternate bearing 
habit . 
Many variet ies  other than Zutano and Susan are being evaluated at the University 
of Califomla Lindcove Field Station near Exeter and In various avocado orchards 
i n  Tblare County. Bacon, Santana, Victor, and Nowels have been comnercially 
grown i n  W a r e  County but none seem better  than Zutano. 

The ideal variety fo r  Tblare County is yet to be discovered. Growers, plant 
breeders, and others seek an avocado variety that combines Ngh f r u i t  quality and 
good production with f ro s t  resistance and proper time of maturity. Until a 
better variety is found, Zutano and Susan appear best f o r  Ware County. 



T U N E  COUNTY AGRICULTURAL, ACREAGE STATISTICS 

BJZAFUNG NON-BEARING TOTAL 
ACREAGE ACREAGE ACREAGE 

CITRUS 
Grapefruit 
Lemons 
h e s  
b v e l s  
Valencias 
Tangerines 

DECIDUOUS AND GMPES 
Almonds 
Apples 
Apricots 
Avocados 
Cherries 
mgs 
Grapes 

Table 
Raisin 
Wine 

K i w i  
Nectarines 
Olives 
Peaches 

Cling 
Frees tone 

Pears & Apple Pears 
Pecans 
Persimmons 
Pistachio Nuts 
Plums 
Pomegranates 
Prunes 
mince 
Walnuts 

Total Grapes 79,176 6,697 85,873 
Total Orchard Crops 168,995 8,967 177,962 

TWI'AL 248,171 15,664 263,835 

Above acreage computed through December 1984 



1983 - 84 FIELD CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Ac r eage Acre Total Unit Per Total 

Unit 

Barley 1984 25,000 2.22 55,500 Ton 120.00 6,660,000 
1983 24,700 1.83 45,200 Ton 122.00 5,514,000 

Beans - Dry 1984 10,000 1.11 11,100 Ton 480.00 5,328,000 
1983 9,900 .9l 9,010 ?bn 548.00 4,937,000 

Corn - Field 1984 14,000 3.26 45,600 Ton 120.00 5,472,000 
1983 10,000 3.90 39,000 Ton 134.00 5,226,000 

Cotton - Lint A/ 1984 181,280 1,050.00 385,000 Bale 66.60 128,050,000 
- 1983 115,315 975.00 227,000 Bale 76.90 86,469,000 

Cotton Seed 1984 X X 157,000 Ton 120.00 18,840,000 
1983 X X 93,700 Ton 170.00 15,929,000 

I-hy - Alfalfa 1984 90,000 8.48 763,000 Ton 85.00 64,855,000 
1983 85,000 8.17 694,000 Ton 92.50 64,195,000 

Grain 1984 1,600 4.50 7,200 Ton 65.00 468,000 
1983 5,800 2.37 13,700 Ton 54.00 740,000 

Pasture & Range 1984 17,000 X X Acre 130.00 2,210,000 
Irrigated 1983 17,000 X X Acre 130.00 2,210,000 

Native 1984 900,000 X X Acre 10.00 9,000,000 
1983 900,000 X X Acre 10.00 9,000,000 

Other 1984 23,000 X X Acre 15.00 345,000 
1983 3,000 X X Acre 15.00 45,000 

Silage 1984 72,400 18.40 1,332,000 Ton 20.50 27,306,000 
1983 59,900 17.60 1,054,000 Ton 14.70 15,494,000 

Sorghum Grain 1984 6,500 2.08 13,500 Ton 110.00 1,485,000 
1983 9,500 2.28 21,700 Ton 123.00 2,669,000 

Sugar Beets 1984 2,200 26.40 58,100 Ton 32.90 1,911,000 
1983 2,320 25.10 58,200 Ton 31.40 1,827,000 



1983 - 84 FIELD CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total U n i t  Per Tbtal 

Unlt 

Wheat 1984 47,000 2.73 128,000 Ton 123.00 15,744,000 
1983 47,000 1.86 87,400 Tbn 127.00 11,100,000 

Miscellaneous g/1984 570 X X X X 1,624,000 
1983 1,264 X X X X 1,227,000 

' A /  - Yield per acre  i n  pounds l i n t ,  production t o t a l  i n  495 lbs. net weight bales, 
U n i t  value i n  dol lars  per l i n t  hundredweight. 

B/ Includes FUce, Seed Screenings, and Straw. - 
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1983 - 84 SEED CROPS : ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND V A m  

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total U n i t  Per Total 

Unit 

Cotton-Registered 1984 6,860 X 3,030 Ton 474.00 1,436,000 
or Certified - A/ 1983 2,480 X 592 Ton 260.00 154,000 - B/ 

Vegetables for  1984 48 X X X X 63,800 
Seed 1983 239 X X X X 414,000 

Wheat-Registered 1984 4,240 2.73 11,600 Ton 136.00 1,578,000 
or  Certified 1983 9,304 2.75 25,600 Ton 137.00 3,507,000 

TOTAL 

A/ Not included i n  t o t a l  acreage for  "Seed Crops". - 
B/ Includes $17.00 Per acre approval. - 
C/ Includes Alfalfa, Barley, Cowpeas, and Lima Beans. - 

1983 - 84 VEGETABLE CROPS : ACREAGE, PRODUCEON AND V A m  

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total U n i t  Per Total 

Unit 

Cucumbers - Fresh 1984 410 11.20 4,590 Ton 447.00 2,052,000 
1983 378 14.00 5,290 Ton 411.00 2,174,000 

Tomatoes - Fresh 1984 924 16.00 14,800 Ton 389.00 5,757,000 
1983 1,020 15 50 15,800 Ton 600.00 9,480,000 

Total 1984 7,254 
1983 7,458 

A/ Includes: Asparaw,  Basil, Bittermelon, Broccoli, Wrsh Beans, Cabbage, - 
Cauliflower, Crenshaw Melons, Eggplant, Gourd, Honeydew Melons, Lettuce, Long Beans, 
Okra, M o m ,  Peppers, Potatoes, Spinach, Squash, Sugar Peas, Sweet Corn, Sweet Potatoe: 
Taragon, Tomatoes (Processed) and Watermelon. 






















