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Chr 1985 Crop and Uves tock Hepor t cover graphically i l l u s t r a t e s  several  of 
l h l a r e  County's leading crops and conmodities. The widely-diverse nature of 
these or chard crops, f i e l d  crops and l ivestock products has consistently 
provided 'Ailare County wlth a s t ab l e  economlc base -- even during today's period 
of dynamic change i n  the agr icu l tu ra l  marketplace. 

This d ivers i ty  of crops is  due i n  par t  t o  the nature of our climate and s o i l  
conditions. 'Ailare County includes Mount Whitney, the highest point In the lower 
48 s t a t e s ,  as well a s  the valley floor.  So i l  types range from r ich  sandy loam to 
the f i n e  clays of the 'Ailare Lake Basin. &r weather provides for  an almost 
year-round growing season, ye t  can range from below freezing in the winter to 
well above 100 i n  the sumner. 

The current top ten  crops -- Oranges, k i r y  Products, Grapes, Cotton, Plums, 
Catt le,  Alfal fa  Hay, Nectarines, Silage and Walnuts -- themselves represent over 
one b i l l i o n  do l la r s  i n  d i r ec t  income t o  Tulare County. They provide the 
foundation for  a wide var ie ty  of re la ted services not only i n  the agribusiness 
comnunity, but i n  the county as a whole. Its d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine any type of 
business here i n  'Ailare County t ha t  does not owe at l e a s t  a portion of its 
success t o  our well established agr icu l tu ra l  base. 

Looking a t  the  leading crops, one can ' t  help but not ice  tha t  they span the  
spectrum from f o o t h i l l  c a t t l e  grazing t o  orchard and vine crops to f i e l d  crops on 
the  valley f loor .  Unlike many places t ha t  must rely  heavily on a single type of 
crop and whose fortunes r i s e  and fal l  a s  the crop r i s e s  and falls, we here In 
M a r e  County enjoy a broad agr icu l tu ra l  base t ha t  enables us to succeed i n  a 
wide var ie ty  of conditions and economic s i tua t ions .  

Additional benef i ts  of the diverse nature of our leading comnodities include the  
following: 

* A buffer is  provided i n  the event of cl imatic d i sas te r .  With the varied types 
of commodities, d i f fe ren t  growing areas  and d i f f e r en t  periods of vulnerabil i ty,  
it is unlikely tha t  severe weather would adversely a f f e c t  a l l  of the crops 
simultaneously . 
* Another very important buffer is  provided against  insec t  or disease injury. 
Again, fo r  reasons similar t o  the  above, it  is unlikely tha t  a new insect  pest or 
disease would af'fect a l l  of the crops. 

* Yet another benefit  l i e s  i n  the potent ia l  for year-round farm related jobs. 
'Ihe various crops (and the va r i e t i e s  within crops) now provide work well beyond 
the  t r a d i  t l ona l  ''harvest season1'. 

!These fac tors ,  varied elevations,  s o i l  types and climatic condltions when 
combined with others such a s :  avai lable  labor,  extensive packing and shlpping 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  well-developed markets and the  re la ted  businesses available,  make 
M a r e  County the  productive agr icu l tu ra l  county t ha t  it  is today. 



TULARE COUNTY AGRICULTlTRAL ACREAGE STATISTICS 

ORCHARD BEARING NON-BEARING TOTAL 
ACREAGE ACREAGE ACREAGE 

cmus 
Grapefruit 
Lemons 
Limes 
Navels 
Valencias 
Tangerines 

DECIDUOUS AND GRAPES 
Almonds 
Apples 
Apricots 
Avocados 
Cherries 
mgs 
Grapes 

Table 
Raisin 
Wine 

Kiwi 
Nectarines 
Olives 
Peaches 

Cling 
Frees tone 

Pears & Apple Pears 
Pecans 
Persimmons 
Pistachio Nuts 
Plums 
Pomegranates 
Prunes 
Quince 
Walnuts 
Miscellaneous - A/ 

TOTAL 

Total  Grapes 78,729 5,423 
Total  Orchard Crops 170,980 9,174 

TOTAL 249,709 14,597 

A/ Includes: Plumcot, Jojoba, Guava/Feijoa - 



1984 - 85 FIELD CROPS : ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total  Unl t Per Total. 

Bar ley 1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 

bans - Dry 1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 

Corn - H e l d  1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 

Cotton - Lint A/ 1985 
- 1984 

Bale 
M.e 

Cotton Seed 1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 

Hay - Alfalfa 1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 

Grain 1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 

Pasture & Range 1985 
I r r iga ted  1984 

Acre 
Acre 

Native 1985 
1984 

800,000 X 
goo, 000 X 

Acre 
Acre 

Other 1985 
1984 

Acre 
Acre 

Silage 1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 

Sorghum Grain 1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 

Sugar B e t s  1985 
1984 

Ton 
Ton 



1984 - 85 FIELD CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total Unl t Per Total 

Unit 

Wheat 1985 43,500 2.42 105,000 Ton 103.00 10,815,000 
1984 47,000 2.73 128,000 Ton 123.00 15,744,000 

Miscellaneous B/1985 491 X X X X 1,479,000 
- 1984 570 x x x x 1,624,000 

TOTAL 1985 1,266,251 
1984 1,390,550 

A/ Yield per acre in pounds l i n t ,  production t o t a l  i n  495 lbs. net weight bales, - 
Unit value in dol lars  per l i n t  hundredweight. 

B/ Includes Rice, Safflower, and Straw. - 



1984 - 85 SEED Ci3OPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total Unit Per Total 

Unit 

Cotton-Registered 1985 5,490 
or Certified - A/ 1984 6,860 

Vegetables for 1985 144 
Seed - D/ 1984 48 

Wheat-Registered 1985 9,610 
or Certified 1984 4,240 

Ton 
Ton 

Ton 
Ton 

TOTAL 1985 10,497 
1984 5,824 

A/ Not included in total acreage for ''Seed Crops1'. - 
B/ Includes $27.00 Per acre approval. - 
C/ Includes Alfalfa, Barley, and Cowpeas. - 
D/ Includes Beets, Lettuce, Mustard, and Turnips. - 

1984 - 85 VEGETABLE CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALLIE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total Unit Per Total- 

Unit 

Cucumbers - Fresh 1985 441 15.40 6,790 Ton 321.00 2,180,000 
1984 4 10 11.20 4,590 Ton 447.00 2,052,000 

'I'omtoes - Fresh 1985 1,025 12.20 12,500 Ton 450.00 5,625,000 
1984 924 16 .OO 14,800 Ton 389.00 5,757,000 

Total 1985 8,346 
1984 7,254 

A/ Includes: Asparagus, Bittermelon, Broccoli, Bush Berries, Cabbage, Carrots, - 
Cauliflower, Crenshaw Melons, Eggplant, Gourd, Honeydew Melons, Lettuce, 
Tang Beans, Okra, Onions, Peppers, Potatoes, Spinach, Squash, Sugar Peas, 
Strawberries, Sweet Corn, Tomatoes (Processed) and Watermelons. 



1984 - 85 FRUIT AND NVT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total U n i t  Per Total 

Unit 

Almonds - Meats 1985 10,367 .62 6,430 Ton 1,280.00 8,230,000 
1984 9,636 79 7,610 Ton 1,700.00 12,937,000 

Hulls 1985 X X 16,300 Ton 52.00 848,000 
1984 X x 19,300 Ton 52.00 1,004,000 

Apricots 1985 286 5.88 1,680 Ton 735 .OO 1,235,000 
1984 241 7.09 1,710 Ton 900. 00 1,539,000 

Avocados 1985 1,744 2.82 4,940 Ton 1,080.00 5,335,000 
1984 1,882 .99 1,860 Ton 449 .OO 835,000 

Grapes - Total 1985 78,729 X X X X 184,325,000 
1984 79,176 X X X X 194,830,000 

Ra i s inva r i e t i e s  1985 38,475 7.81 X X X X 
1984 38,703 7.35 x x x x 

Canned 1985 X X 22,100 Ton 165.00 3,646,000 
1984 X x 15,200 Ton 105.00 1,596,000 

Crushed - D/ 1985 X X 84,400 Ton 70.00 5,908,000 
1984 X X 88,500 Ton 81.70 7,230,000 

Dried 1985 X X 25,600 Ton 815.00 20,864,000 
1984 X X 23,000 Ton 600 .OO 13,800,000 

Fresh 1985 X X 69,000 Ton 556.00 38,364,000 
1984 X X 63,300 Ton 685.00 43,360,000 

Juice 1985 X x 18,400 Ton 350.00 6,440,000 
1984 X X 22,200 Ton 382.00 8,480,000 

Table Varieties 1985 25,775 7.05 X X X X 
1984 26,204 5.79 X X X X 

Crushed 1985 X X 33,700 Ton 67.80 2,285,000 
1984 X X 26,600 Ton 68.70 1,827,000 

Fresh 1985 X x 148,000 Ton 622.00 92,056,000 
1984 X Ton 797.00 99,625,000 x 125,000 

Wine Varieties 1985 14,479 9.44 X X X X 
1984 14,269 8.27 X X X X 

Crushed 1985 X X 130,000 Ton 98.00 12,740,000 
1984 X X 107,000 Ton 142.00 15,194,000 

Juice 1985 X X 6,740 Ton 300.00 2,022,000 
1984 X X 11,000 Ton 338.00 3,718,000 



1984 - 85 FRUIT AND NUI' CROPS: ACREAGE, Pl?ODULTION ME VAILTE 

Crop Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total Unit Per Total 

Unit 

Grapefruit - Fresh 1985 28 5 8 .Og 2,310 Ton 335.00 774,000 
1984 27 3 4.86 1,330 Ton 428.00 569,000 

K i w i  A/ - 1985 803 7.41 5,950 Ton 1,790.00 10,650,000 
1984 598 8.56 5,120 Ton 2,070.00 10,598,000 

Iemons-FreshA/ - 1985 4,730 12.80 32,000 Ton 638 .OO 20,416,000 
1.984 4,744 10.70 28,500 Tori 420.00 11,970,000 

Processed 1985 X X 28,500 Ton 40 .OO 1,140,000 
1984 X X 22,300 Ton 45.00 1,004,000 

Nectarines - Fresh 1985 7,619 8.82 67,200 Ton 522.00 35,078,000 
1984 7,501 9.80 73,500 Ton 422.00 31,017,000 

Olives - Canning 1985 13,531 4.50 40,100 Ton 557.00 22,336,000 
1984 13,459 4.13 28,900 Ton 475.00 13,728,000 

Other 1985 X X 20,800 Ton 245.00 5,096,000 
1984 X X 26,700 Ton 288.00 7,690,000 

Oranges - Navel - A/ 1985 55,063 8.81 422,000 Ton 446 .OO 188,212,000 
1984 55,044 12.50 505,000 Ton 396 .OO 199,980,000 

Processed 1985 X X 62,900 Ton 65 .OO 4,088,000 
1984 X X 183,000 Ton 44.00 8,052,000 

Val-encia A/ - 1985 21,920 11.80 197,000 Ton 398.00 78,406,000 
1984 21,721 7.74 143,000 Ton 639 .OO 91,377,000 

Processed 1985 X X 61,400 Ton 81.00 4,973,000 
1984 X X 25,100 Ton 84.00 2,108,000 

Peaches - Cling 1985 1,382 23.50 32,500 Ton 170.00 5,525,000 
Processed 1984 1,373 22.40 30,800 Ton 186.00 5,729,000 

Freestone - 1985 4,045 7.95 32,200 Ton 630.00 20,286,000 
Fresh 1984 3,895 10.80 42,100 Ton 408.00 17,177,000 

Pears & App1.e 1985 25 1 5.40 1,360 Ton 1,110.00 1,510,000 
Pears 1984 237 2.66 630 Ton 949.00 598,000 

Pe rs imons 1985 352 4.95 1,740 Ton 1,150.00 2,001,000 
1984 345 5-65 1,950 Ton 1,280.00 2,496,000 

Pistachio Nuts 1985 1,225 1,020.00 1,250,000 Lbs. 1.65 2,062,000 
(Dry W t .  ) 1984 1,050 1,520.00 1,600,000 Lbs. 1.23 1,968,000 



1984 - 85 FRUIT AND NUI' CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALJJE 

C r o ~  Year Harvested Per Production Value 
Acreage Acre Total U n i t  Per Total 

Unit 

Plums - Fresh 1985 
1984 

90,300 Ton 
118,000 Ton 

Pomegranates 1985 
1984 

5,380 Ton 
9,000 Ton 

Prunes - Processed 1985 
1984 

15,400 Ton 
9,580 Ton 

Tanger ine s - B/ 11,300 Ton 
10,300 Ton 

Walnuts 40,100 Ton 
33,000 Ton 

Miscellaneous - C/ 1985 
1984 

- 

Total 

A/ Includes production from young orchards o f f i c i a l l y  c lass i f ied  a s  non-bearing. - 
B/ Includes Tangelos and Tangors. - 
C/ Includes Apples, Cherries, FYgs, Limes, Pecans, Processed Pears, Processed Apricots, - 

Processed Nectarines, Processed Plums, W n c e ,  Plumcot, Jojoba, Guava/Feijoa. 
D/ Includes green weight ra i s ins  fo r  d i s t i l l e r y  materials. - 



1984 - 85 NURSEEY PRODUCTS : SALES AND VALLIE 

Item Year Quantity Unit Per Total  

Citrus and Subtropical 
Trees 

Each 
Each 

Deciduous m u i t  and 
Nut Trees 

Each 
Each 

Grape & Berry Vines 

Herbaceous Ornamentals & 
Cut Flowers 

Ornamental Trees & Shrubs Each 
Each 

Miscellaneous - A/ 

Total  

A/ Includes Citrus (Buds, Cuttings & Scions), Christmas Trees, Ground Cover, Olive - 
Trees, Turf and Vegetable & Flower Plants i n  Flats. 



1984 - 85 LIVESI'OCK AND POULTRY: PRODUGTION AND VALUE 

Item Year No. of Total Unit Value 
Head Liveweiaht Per Total 

Cattle & Calves 1985 
1984 

Head 
Head 

Lambs Lbs . 
Lbs . 

Hogs & Pigs 1985 
1984 

Head 
Head 

Broilers & Fryers 1985 
1984 

Lbs . 
Lbs . 

Pullets 1985 
1984 

Each 
Each 

Turkeys Lbs. 
Lbs . 

Total 

A/ Includes Catfish, Crickets, Gamebirds, Geese, Goats,, Horses, - 
Pigeons, Rabbits and Sheep. 

-9- 



1984 - 85 LIVEsI'OCK AND POULTRY PIIODUCl'S: PIIODUCl'ION AND VALUE 

Item Value 
Year Production Unit Per Total 

Unit 

Cwt .  
C w t  . 
Cwt. 
C w t  . 
Doz . 
Doz. 

Total 

1984 - 85 APIARY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VALLE 

Value 
Item Year Production Unit Per Total 

Unl  t 

Honey - Orange - A/ 1985 1,074,000 
1984 9,112,000 

Lb. 
Lb . 

Other Lb. 
Lb . 
Lb. 
Lb . 

Pollination - B/ 1985 34,900 
1984 34,900 

Colony 
Colony 

Total 

A/ From bee colonies regllstered i n  Tulare County during 1985 c i t ru s  bloom period. - 
B/ Estimated nmber of colonies required fo r  adequate pollination. - 

V e v i s e d  



1984 - 85 FCREsr PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION & VALUE 

Item Reporting Value 
Year Production U n i t  Per Total 

Tirnber Harvested 4/ 1985 63,258,000 Board Ft. 0.065 4,112,000 
1984 57,180,000 Board Ft. 0.053 3,051,000 

A/ Previous year 's  production & value based on information provided by Timber Tax - 
Division, Property Taxes Dept., State  Board of Equalization. 



SUMMARY 

COMMODITY YEAR HARVESTEU 
ACREAGE 

VALUE 

FIELD CHOPS 

SEED CROPS 

VIZGGTABLE CROPS 

FRUIT AND NUT CROPS 

NURSERY PRODUCTS 

LIVESIY>CK AND POULTRY 

LIVESmCK AND POULTRY 
PRODUCFS 

APIARY PRODUCTS 

AGRICULTURAL ~ A L  1985 1,534,803 1,368,704,100 
1984 1,651,799 1,389,222,500 

FOREST momcrs 1985 
1984 

GRAND TCITAL 



1984 Ranking 

1. Oranges - Navel & Valencia 
2. Pdlk 
3. Grapes 
4. Cotton - Lint & Seed 
5. Plums 
6. Cattle & Calves 
7. Alfa l fa  Hay 
8. Nectarines 
9. Si lage 

10. Walnuts 
11. Olives 
12. Peaches - Freestone & C l i n g  
13. Lemons 
14. Wheat 
15. K i w i  
16. Pasture & Range 
17. Prunes 
18. Almonds 
19. Hogs & Pigs 
20. Turkeys 
21. Tangerines 
22. Corn - Field 
23. Tomatoes - Fresh 
24. Barley 
25. Avocados 
26. Bans - Dry 
27. Forest Products 
28. Seed - Wheat 
29. Nursery - Ornamental TreedShrubs 
30. Pomegranates 
31. Cucumbers 
32. Pis tachio  Nuts 
33. Persimions 
34. Nursery - Deciduous F ru i t  & Nut Trees 
35. Sugar Beets 
36. Nursery - Herbaceous & Cut Flowers 
37. Pears & Apple Pears 
38. Apricots 
39. Nursery - Citrus  & Subtropical  
40. Honey 
41. Sorghum 

*# Reported at less than one mil l ion do l l a r s  i n  1984. 

-13- 



TWENTY YEARS COMPARISON O F  AGRICULTURAL INCOME I N  'IVLARE COUNTY 

1965 - 1985 

* Revlsed 


